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far as gold mining was concerned. If
the Colonial Secretary says it is not so
I have no wish to press the amendment.
I ask leave to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Ran, J. CORNE LL: I mote sit
amendment-

That in Subclause 2, lina 4. fte

word "six" be struck out and "fire"
inserted in lien.

Tf the farming industry can viny un?
five per cent, interest, it is not right that
It*ie mining- industry should be asked to
paty six per cent.

Amendment passed; thru ahe as
amended arreed to.

Bill reported, and returned to the
Legislative Assembly with a request that
the suggested amendments be made;
leave being given to sit again on receipt
of a message from the Assembly.

BILL-POLTCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.

legiselattive Eoeembl'e,
Tuesday. 2nd February, 1915.

Questions; Fruit Fly
Assistance to Prospectors
lteilws Water Supply, Theekatherm
Rtailways, Cue-Meekatharrasection

Papers p resented
Select Committee, Money Bills Procedure
Standiug Order@ Snspen~ioou..........
Bills; Supply (No. 2), £488,270. all stags.

Naval and Military Absentees Relief,
turned..................

Blackhoy and Zamia. Palm License, Ut
State Hotels, 2a, defesad
Police Act Amne~nt, 2a, Corn.. SR
State Children Act Amkendment, 2a..

Annual Estimates, general debate . ..

re-

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION1,-FRUIT FLY.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture:-l, What horti-
cultural districts of W.A. were affected
with fruit fly ten years ago? 2, 'What
horticultural districts of W.A. are Dot
affected with fruit fly this year9 3, What
amount of money has been spent by the
Agricultural Department during the past
ten years in endeavouring to rid the State
of thefruit fly? 4, What has been the re-
stilt? 5, Did 'Mr. Compere introduce a
fruit fly parasite into this Statel 6, If
so, is it doing effective work? 7, What
was the cost to this State of Mr. Corn-
pere's searches for parasites!1 8, Does the
Agricultural Department permit of fly-
infected fruit containing the maggots of
the fruit fly being sold to & jam factory?

The AMISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied,:-1, Metropolitan and
surrounding districts; also Pinjarra. 2,
The areas South of a line running from
Ka~tanning to Kirupp, with the exception.
of Albany. During the past few years
outbreaks have occurred within this area,
but have always been stamped out. 3, It
is not possible to give these figures with
any degre of exactitude- A very large
proportion of the time of the administer-
ing officers, and the field, port, market,
andi metropolitan inspectors has been
taken up in efforts to cope with the fruit
fly. 4, The fruit fly has so far been pre-
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vented from becoming a serious pest in the
southern districts, but in districts north
of the 33rd degree south latitude it hasi
steadily gained ground, especially in back
yards and non-commercial gardens, owing
to the indifference and carelessness shown
by householders generally, and many
growers. 5, Mr. Compere introduced
what he stated to be the parasite of the
fruit fly. 6. No. Many large colonies
were bred and distributed]. They either
did not acelimatise or were not effective,
and no trace of them could afterwards be
found. 7, £1,931 5s. 9d. 3, There is no
reason why fruit slightly affected with fly
should not be used for jam purposes, pro-
vided the infested part is cut out. The
Department is not aware that badly in-
fested fruit is being sold to a jam factory.

QUESTION-ASSISTANCE TO
PROSPECTORS.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Minister for
Mfines :-I, What number of parties were
being assisted with camels, etc., for pros-
pecting in 191-19 2, What number are
being assisted at present and under what
conditions?

The AINISTER FOR MINES replied:
-1, Twenty-s even parties were assisted
during the full year 1911. 2, At the
present time 10 parties are being assisted
with Government eiluipment under the
usual conditions applicable to agreements
with prospectors receiving such assist-
ance.

QUESTION-RAMhWAYS WATER
SUPPLY, AfEERtATHARRA.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Water Supply -1I, What is the nature of
the water supply at Meekatharra? 2, Is
there su~fficient water to supply the Rail-
way' Department in the event of running
shieds, being established at 'Meekatharra7
3, Has the Railway Department ever re-
quested to he supplied with water? 4, If
so. with what result?

The MHINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY repnlied :-l, Supply is pumped
from wells and delivered into service tanks

near the town. From the service tanks it
gravitates through mains traversing the
town and mining lenses. The water is
good potable water. 2, Yes; but the
water is not suitable for loco. boilers. 3,-
No. 4, Answered by No. 3.

RETURN-RAILWAYS, CUE-
MHEEKATBEARRA SECTION.

On motion by Mr. HOLMAN (Mur-
chisol]) ordered :--"That a return be laid
on the Table showing :-1, The total ton-
nage of goods tarried over the railway
section between Cue and Meekatharra for
the year ended June 30th, 1914. 2, Total
amount of revenue derived therefrom.
.T Tbe number of passengers carried
over the section for the same period.
4, Total amount of revenue derived froni
passenger traffic for the period. 5, The
otal train miles run and the expendi-

ture incurred during the said period.
6, The train miles run and revenue from
Meekatharra to Cue on Saturdays for
the year ended June 30th, 1914. 7, The
revenue from this source for the year
ended 30th June, 1914."

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: 1, Report

of the Workers' Homes Board for the
year ending 30th June, 1914. 2, Bal-
ance Sheet and General Trading Ac-
count of the State Sawmills for the
period ending 30th June, 1914.

By Ron. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mlinister): Report of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Insane for the year ended 30t6
Jnne, 1934.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE, MO-
NEY BTILS PROCEDURE.

Extension of Time.
On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, the

timne for bringing up the select commit-
tee's report was extended to Tuesday,
9th February.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPEN-
S10ON.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [4.40]: I move-
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That for the remainder of the ses-
sion the Standing Orders be suspended
so far as to entable Bills to be passed
through all stages in one day, and
Messages from the Legislative Coun-
cil to be taken into consideration on
the day on which they are received;
also, so far as to admit of the report-
ing and adopting of the resolutions of
the Committees of Supply and of
W ays and Means on the same day on
Which they shall have passed those
Committees.

Mir. TAYLOR (Mfount Margaret)
14.411: -1 do not desire to oppose the
miotion, but the House will recognise the
difficulty we are likely to have in deal-
ing with Mfessages from another place,
except those Mlessages appear on the
Notice Paper.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[4-42]:. We have always dune this at the
end of each session, and whenever it has
been deemed necessary to have somie
notice, the matter has been satisfactor-
ily fixed tip. Of course Ministers Would
not force amendments through, except
lion. members had a fair opportunity of
grasping the meaning of such amend-
ments.

The PREMITER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown HuiI-lvanhve-in reply) [4,43]:
If a MAessage was of sufficient importance
and time would permit, the Government
would certainly postpone its considera-
tion, in order that the amendments might
appear on the Notice Paper. The mo-
tion is only to provide that in the ease
of a Message of no great importance, Ave
may he free to consider and adopt it on
the day on which it is received.

Question put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have counted the
House and I find there is an absolute
majority present,

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2), £488,270.
All Stages.

Mfessage from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation
in connection with the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of

Supply, Mfr, Holman in the Chair.

The PREMIER (Hfon. .3. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-F'vanhoo) [4.45]: I miove-

That there be granted to His Majesty
onl account of the services of the year
ending 30th June, 1915, a suem not ex-
ceeding C.488,270.

Tis is an amount sufficient to carry
us on until the end of next week, when
we hope to have passed the Esti-
mates showing all the supplies granted
during the present session for the per-
iod ending 30th June next. We only
obtained supplies up to the end of Jan-
ulary.

Hlon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
(4t.46] : I do not propose to object to
the Premier's getting supplies necessary
to carry us on until the Estimates are
passed and the Appropriation Bill also
receives the. saniction of the House. The
amount, however, seems to me to be
rather excessive-f 338,270 to come out
of Consolidated Revenue--unless, of
course, this is the expenditure for tile
wvhole month. Perhaps a greater por-
tion of it will have to be found in the
first half of the month; the Premier
might explain. Possibly, it is based on
the expenditure that we have witnessed
for the last month, namely, January.
In view of the deficit the amount is
pretty excessive.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe-in reply) [4.48]:
The amount is based on the Estimates
as submitted to Parliament. The lion.
member will appreciate the fact that
this, of course, is really no guide for
the purposes of supply of the whole
year. Some months our expenditure
may he heavier and the revenue
less, and in other months the expendi-
lure may be light and the revenue
more. Under the existing conditions
there are many reasons which might be
explainod in regard to the expenditure
for the month of January. On one item
alone, we have had sleepers cut in the
bush for stock in order to keep the hew-
era going, which represents an amount
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of £80,000 in round figures and this has
had to come out of revenue. Naturally,
of course, that was largely paid out of
thle January month.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Was it paid for
out of Consolidated Revenue.

The PREMIER: Yet.
lion, Frank Wilson: You mighit use

loan money for that, I should think.
The PREMIER: If the Industries As-

sistance Bill becomes law we could deal
with this item from another fund and
have the burden of carrying interest,
charges, etc., borne by those receiving
the advantage of the assistance. We
have had to do this out of -revenue be-
cause the sleepers were being sold as
opportunity preseated itself. When we
had to stop sonle of the work owing to the
stocks getting too heavy we had to pay to
the men some of the amount standing to
their credit and not paid on the basis
of so much per week. The result is that
we have these sleepers in the bush , and
nearly £80,000 has to be paid for out of
revenue. The amount that we are ask-
ing for is to carry us on to the end of
the session which will probably be after
the first fortnig-ht in this month.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You ask for
Z33,000 for a fortnight.

Thle. PREMIER: The exact amount
that is required I do not know. Thle
Under-Treasurer ass~ures me that it will
be sufficient for the purpose. If we
did not ask for this authorisation we
should be left without the necessary ap-
propriation of Parliament for the ex-
penditure of money required.

Question put and passed; resolution
reported and the report adopted.

WIays and Mfeans.
The House resolved int Committee of

WVays and Means, Mr. Holman in the
Chai r.

The PREIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hlill-Ivanhoe) [4.51]:- I move-

That towcards making good the sup-
ply granlted to His Majesty for ike
services of the year ending 30th June,
1915, a sum not exceeding £338,270 be
granted from the Consoldated Bev-

ernie Fund
credit of
£6150,000.

and from monies to the
the General Loan Fund

Question passed; resolution reported
and the report adopted.

Supply ll Introduced, etc.
in accordance with the foregoing re-

solutions Supply Bill introduced and
i ssed throug-h all its stages and trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council.

BILW--NA'VAL AND MILITARY
ABSENTErS' RELIEF.

Returned from thle Legislative Coun-
cil with an amendment.

HILL-BLACKBOY AM) ZAMIA
PALM1 LICENSE.

Third Reading.

Thle MiINISTERT FOR LANDS (Hou.
W. D. Jobhnson-.-Gutiildford) (4.56] : I
MOVE,-

That 1te Dill be now read a third
time.
Mr. FOLEY (Mt. Leonora) [4.57]: 1

would like to get an expression of
opinion from the Mlinister before the
Bill leaves this Chamber regarding the
industry, so far as the hlackboy is con-
cerned. Most hion. members will know
that there arc many men in and around
the city, especinily, who make a living
by gathering the blaekboy and selling it
for fuel purposes, I would like to hear
from the Minister as to whether the
chance of these men to gain a living
wvould be affected, and, if it would be
affected, in what respect?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. ID. Johnson-Guiidford-in reply)
[4.59]: The position is this:. under
the -Bill we give no monopoly at all. We
certainly give thle right to thlis individual
to remove blackboy. This blaekboy, un-
der the discovery made by Mr. Rowley,
becomes too valuable for firewood pur-
poses, and, therefore, if persons desire
to remove it for such purposes they wilt
have to pay a royalty upon it end,' fur-
ther, make application for permission to
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remove it. WV. cannot permit the burn-

ing of this commodity in perpetuity, be-

cause the product of it, in viewv of the

discovery made regarding it, has become

too valuable to be used in this way.

Mr. Foley: They, will pay a royalty

just the same and make application9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:

Special provision is made for anyone

else coming in and making application,

and the N1inister will consider all such

applications.
Mr. Carpenter: Irrespective of quan-

titylI
The NlINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

irrespective of quantity.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

BILL-STATE HOTELS.

Second Reading-Defeated.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. 'X

Walker-Kanowna) [5.01 in moving the

second reading said: This is a short

measure which is intended to facilitate

the administration of the State hotels.

At the present time when it is de-

sired to transfer one of the malagers
of a State hotel to another district, in

order to comply with the conditions of

the Licensing Act we are obliged to ap-

proach the Court and ask for permis-

sion to make the transfer. The position,

I take it, is that the State is licensee as

well as licensor, and that the Manage-
ment practically of all the State hotels

is situated in Perth. This Hill will en-

able us to deal with the managers of the

State hotels as agents of the Government

.and to transfer them from one place to

another, without having to follow the

.roundabout red tape way we now have

to do of applying to the Court. It is a

,one clause Bill and I do not think I need

detain the House further. I move-
That the Bill be flow. read a second

time.

Mdr. ROBINSON (Canning) [5.21: It

has been the custom in Western Austra-

lia, in connection with licensiog miatter-.:

that the control be not vested in th - pro-

prietor but in the Court, and we have
what is known as a Licensing Court, pre-

sided over by a special licensing magis-
trate, with special knowledge, who has

been appointed for the purpose. The

Hon. the Attorney General's first state-
aleat is sufficient to kill the Bill. He said
that he regarded the State as licensee
andl licensor. The State certainly wvould

be if this Bill was passed. At the pre-

sent time tile State is the licensee, and
has to make application under the Licen-

sing Act to the Licensing Court. As in

the case of private licensees, a certificate
of character has to be produced. As far
as I know the State hotels are suffi-
ciently well conducted but it occurred to
mne that there is a likelihood that a person

unsuited to the position might be ap-

pointed as manager. A man who might
be anl undesirable character might receive

an appointment as manager of a State
hotel.

The Attorney General: Under this

Bill we desire to get rid of him and to
supplant him immediately.

Mr. ROBINSON: The State can al-
ready control that matter as the man
wrould be a public servant; but so far as

the question of the character of an indi-
vidual is concerned surely the licensing
benches are the best judges.

Mr. O'floghlcn: The general manager
would have a good idea.

Mr. ROBINSON: He might have a
good idea; but I submit that if this Bill
is passed my main objection is that there
wvould be no check on dealings with
licensed men in connection with the State
hotels. In fact, it would be no use call-
ing a manl licensed; he would simply be

an employee of the Government. I do
not think that such a state of affairs
should be allowed. We have an old
maxim which the Government sometimes
apply to themselves-"The King can do
no wrong." Possibly he cannot, but, in
the conduct of a business such as; that of
an hotel I can see many outlets for doing
wrong, and I think the licensing benches
constitute a wholesome cheek. When it
is proposed to transfer the licensee from
one house to another, or from one dis-
trict to another, I do not see any logical
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reason why the State should not follow
the same procedure as the proprietors of
private hotels.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narogin) [5.6]: 1 believe that the
State hotels at the present time are
much better conducted than are the pri-
vate hotels, and that they have got very
good managers. That being so I see no
reason why managers should not he uin-
der the jurisdiction of the licensing
benches and apply to the Licensing
Court in the same way. There has been a
good deal of criticism lately regarding
the licensing of the State hotels at Bruce
Rock and Rwollyn, because the licenses
were not reapplied for in December.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That was an over-
sight.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It was not
an oversight. The Court adjourned for
a certain period in order to give the
licensee an opportunity to apply; hut he
did not apply. Charges have heen made
in a reputable journal-

The Premier: What is the name of
the journal?7

M.Nr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Re-
former-Abat the two State hotels are
practically sly-grog shops as their licenses
were not renewed for this year. I
think that the Government should have
reapplied for these licenses in December
under the existing law of the land.

Mr. O'LOO-HLEN (Forrest) [5.9]: 1
intend to support the Bill for the reason
that I think the responsibility rests all the
time on the Mlinister in charge of the De-
partmnent.

H-on. Frank Wilson: He disowns the
responsibility.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He does not. He
has to answer to this House periodically
for the conduct of his Department, and
the leader of the Opposition would be the
first to make complaint against the Min-
ister if anything went wrong. Any Bill
which aims at bringing about direct con-
trol of Government departments will have
my hearty support. We have evidence of
the necessity for this in several depart-
ments. It seems to me that Mlinisters are
practically helpless. 1 do not think the
necessity will anis very often for the

[30]

transfer of managers from one district
to another. The Government, and the
Public Service Commissioner in making
recommendations, have an eye to the
calibre of the wan in view. Consequently
anyone who has not a good character is
unlikely to he appointed to the manage-
nient,' and my experience has been that
when managers have been appointed they
have been prompted by a desire to do the
best they can for the State and to rnn the
State hotels as they should be run. I
admit a transfer has recently taken place
the reason for which I am at a los to
gather. I gather now, however, from the
remarks of the member for, Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) that the conduct of the State
Hotel at Wongan Hills has not been al-
together what is desired. I understand
that a strong temperance advocate visited
the district and that he has since done a
good deal of talking. He staled that he
saw a drunken man on the verandah of
the State hotel, Presumably he has never
seen a drunken man in Perth, I think
that we shouild give the Minister full
power over his Department to -run the
hotels and conduct them in the best pos-
sible manner. If the conduct of a mana-
ger of a State hotel is nut all that can
be desired who is in a better position to
judge-the Minister in *charge of the
whole department or the licensing bench,
the members of which seldom if ever come
iii contact with the manager? The gen-
eral manager of the State hotels knows
the feeling of the district, and hie knows
also whether the hotel is being conducted
in conformity with the Licensing Act.
From the periodical returns he knows,
too, whether the man is giving the State
a fair deal. Consequently wre are amply
protected, and instead of going to the li-
censing bench periodically it would be a
more simple and better method to allow
the Minister to conduct the department,
and more satisfactory to all concerned.
For that reason I do not see anty cause
to oppose the Bill. I do not think any
member of this House will lay a charge
of improper conduct against any one of
(lie managers of the State hotels. This
House has absolute power even at the
present time. If anything unsatisfactory
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in the conduct of the department were
known the Minister responsible for the
administration would be called to book.
I believe the Bill is necessary and useful,
and trust the House will not be actuated
by an article which I read in the Re-
former. That article was typical of the
journal, and altogether too irresponsible
for anyone to take any notice of..

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [5.11): This
small measure is likely apparently to ex-
cite a good deal of discussion. I very
much fear that in this measure, if it he
carried, we are likely to do considerable
injury so far as the management of
Slate hotels is concerned. I wish to em-
phasise my belief that the management
of State hotels to-day is good. I do not
go so far as the hon. member for Narro-
gin (Mr. Johnston) and say that it is
a pattern to all other hotels. I. would like
to say, however, that when a change in
the management is desired that is the only
opportunity, when the matter comes be-
fore the Court, which the public has of
judging these matters. It is not possible
for the general manager to know exactly
the position or the manner in which every
hotel is being conducted. All sorts of
objections might be raised and these ob-
jections couldf be heard if the matter is
brought before the Court; and then if
there be anything objectionable it could
be rectified. There is just as much chance
of an objectionable character being ap-
pointed to the charge of a iState hotel as
there is to any other business, and the
application before the Court is the only
opportunity the public have of bringing
the manager before a tribunal. If the
Bill be carried the effect will be to band
over the whole of the control to the head
office in Perth.

Mr. FOLEY ("Mt. Leonora) [5.13):- 1
desire to support the Bill because I think
it will serve the interests of the whole
State. Having had a little experience of
those districts in which State hotels are
established, I desire to congratulate the
Minister on bringing a measure such as
this forward. It is an absolute fallacy to
think that the State should have to apply
to a licensing bench for its licenses. The
presiding magistrates in a Licensing

Court are agents of the State, represent-
ing the State there, and are in no better
Position, nor half as good, to gauge the
merits or qualifications of a manager than
is the general manager or superintendent
of the State hotels. Again we are safe-
guarded, if we want any further safe-
guard. There arc 50 hon. members in
this House, and if there is anything
wrong in any of the State hotels, this
measure gives members an opportunity
of debating the question in a higher tri-
bunal oven than if the question were
brought before the Licensing Court.

Hon. Prank Wilson: You cannot bring
the managers into this House.

Mr. FOLEY: They have been brought
in. In putting this measure before this
Chamber the Attorney General has put
into the position of superintendent the
man who now nominally holds that posi-
tion; and if it is desired to change a
manager from one State hotel to another
he is the man best qualified to know whe-
ther such a change -is better for the dis-
trict. It is not a question whether a
change for the people is better, but whe-
thier a change of management is better,
and I trust the time will come when all
State hotel managers will he moved from
one place to another. In that way they
will not he spying on each other, hut the
State will get the best results in the way
of management of its hotels. If anyone
took notice of what was said by Brother
Tregear and the Reformer, and if we are
satisfied to be led by a fanatic and a mad-
man of that kind, we might as well close
tip Parliament.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Tregear has been
away for over a year.

Mr. FOLEY: And a good thing, too,
for the State. I trust that no one will
attach any weight to any of the articles
that may have appeared in the Reformer.
I hope this measure will be carried, so
that the department may have complete
control of the State hotels, instead of
merely having a partial control.

The PRE'MIER (Hon, J. Scaddan-
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [5-193:- I want
hon. members to consider the Bill calmly
and not to be influenced by what they
have read in any section of the Press.
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What has not been remembered by hon.
members is that the only point to be con-
sidered is, whether it is necessary for an
individual to submit himself to a bench
appointed by the Government, or whether
the Minister shall say that a person shall
act as his agent. No State hotel is estab-
lished without the consent of the Licen-
sing bench. An application is made to
the bench for a provisional certificate
for a building to he erected, and the
license is granted when the building is
completed. Having done that the State
is in an entirely different position from
any other licensee. Under the Act, as it
is at present, one individual only can hold
one license. Under the State hotels the
Minister holds all the licenses, and he
merely has agents who operate in his
interests. The Crown is the holder of all
the licenses. The member for Canning
knows that we could do all this without
the Bill, and that no one could take action
against the Crown, but we considered
that in order to settle this matter and
have it once and for all disposed of, the
position should be understood and a de-
cision arrived at.

31r. E. B. Johnston: Are the State
hotels subject to a local option poll?

The PREMIER: Of course. we
passed a Bill enabling us to carry on a
license at Dwellingup and we did not ap-
ply to the Licensing bench in that case.
We can do that from time to time. The
position that has arisen is that we have
a number of managers who control a
number of hotels, and we want, if pos-
sible, to train those men in all the
branches of the conduct of hotels. -Those
men are under the supervision of the
general manager, the officials of the de-
partment, the public, and they are under
the eyes of hon. members and of the
Press. Having done that, is there any
necessity for the Minister to approach
the bench and say "This man has a good
character and I propose to appoint him
to the management of such and such an
hotel"? The hon. member for Swan
knows that there are persons in the State
who would not for a moment be per-
mitted to manage a State hotel, even un-
der the worst possible control that can

be imagined, and when the hon. member
talks as we have heard him, I can only
reply that he knows nothing at all about
the subject: unless, of course, he is con-
cerned in a privately owned hotel. I re-
peat that there are none of the mischiev-
ous carryings on in a State hotel which
we find in a private hotel.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How do you get
your knowledge; are yon concerned in
any privately owned hotel?

The PREMIER: I am not concerned
in any private hotel, but I have sufficient
knowvledge of the State hotels to enable
me to say that they are not conducted in
the same way as private hotels. The State
hotels adhere strictly to the Licensing
Act.

Mr. Nairn: That is absolutely incor-
ret.

The PREMIER: It is not incorrect.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Well prove it.
The PREMIER: Are not the licenses

frequently being taken from those who
hold them?7

Mr. Green: There is not a private hotel
in the State in which you cannot get a
drink after hours.

The PREMIER: Even admitting that
private hotels are conducted up to the
last letter of the law, what does it mat-
ter after all. The only argument is as to
whether these men should appear before
the bench. The bench consists of the
police magistrate, and the Minister ap-
points two other persons, members of
that bench. That same Minister appoints
the manager of the State hotel. Surely,
if the Minister is qualified to appoint
two gentlemen to the Licensing bench,
he should also be qualified to appoint
a person straight out to conduct the man-
agement of a State hotel, and if he feels
disposed to dismiss him or transfer him,
he should have the power to do so. The
member for Canning forgets that a re-
ferendumn of the people was taken in
regard to whether they were in favour of
all new licenses being held by the State
or otherwise, or whether they agreed that
all licenses should be held by the State.
I wonder whether he remembers the
voting on that occasion. The member
for Swan said that the proposal of the
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Government might bring about harmful
results to the State hotels. It is just pos-
sible that objectionable practices wvill
creep into the management of State
hotels as they do in private hotels, but
it is not such an easy matter in State
hotels as it is in private hotels.

Mr. 'Nairn:- It is.
Thle PREMIER: It is not and the hon.

member knows why.
Mfr. O'Loghlen: The private hotel-

keeper goes for his life.
The PREMI1ER: The member Tor

Swan knows that with the private indi-
vidual, it is a matter of profit or loss to
him all the time, and he will find means
of evading the loss, and he will introduce
practices that no manager of a State
State hotel would ever dream of doing.
For instance, up to date we propose as
part of our policy that no barmaid shall
be employed in a State hotel.

MNr. O'Loghlen: And no gambling.
The PREMlIER. We do not permit

gambling and we do not permit drunken
men to be served at State hotels.

M1r. Foley: They get it in the country.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

has not seen a drunken man being served.
in a State hotel. A man may have been
seen drunk and near a State hotel, and
it may hare been assumed that he obtained
the liquor on the premises If a sober
person goes to a State hotel and demands
a bottle of beer or a bottle of whiskey, he
is served with it. Then if he likes he can
go into the hush; consume it~ all and get
drunk, and return to the hotel where he
may make himself objectionable. That
however, is not evidence that he became
drunk in the hotel. A drunken man is
not permitted to go into the bar of a State
hotel in order to get drink, and if hon.
members know of any such instances they
have only to bring them under notice, and
I can assure them that the manager will
get the sack the next morning. If the
manager of a State hotel deliberately
evades the notice which appears in the
State hotels, he becomes liable to instant
dismissal. It is all very well for a person
like M.%r. Albany Bell to make an asser-
tion that he saw a person hanging on to
a verandah post at Wongan Hills, but I

can assure hon. members that we have
sly grog sellers all over the State, and we
have been prosecuiting them by the score
during the past 12 months. While these
sly grog places exist, men will always get
drink, no matter what condition they
may be in. So far as State hotels are
concerned, I repeat they are conducted on
lines that it would he quite impossible for
private hotels to follow. They simply
could not exist. In regard to the measure,
who is better able to judge as to who
should hold the license? The licensing
bench never inquires into the character of
nn applicant; all they do is to deal with
tbe certificate. Sometimes members of
Parliament are approached.

M1r. Nairn: That is an absolute ab-
surdity.

The PREMIER: That is quite correct,
and the certificates are taken to the bench,
and unless the police wake some com-
plaint about the individual, the license is
grranted, The only way in which a license
can he taken from a person, is by the
police making a charge against him be-
fore the bench for misconduct in the
hotel. Under the proposed law, the Mlin-
ister who will be responsible to Parlia-
ment can imm ediately suspend a manager
in the event of misconduct.

Hon Jr. [I. Connolly: Cannot you do
that now'?

The PREMIEf]R: We can, and we can
immediately appoint another person in
his place. We have a number of State
hotels and we are attempting to
classify them. Our desire is to
encourage the managers of "B" t

grade hotels to properly conduct
Ttem and so aspire to higher positions in
the service and obtain those positions and
higher salaries when vacancies occur.
Why should we not do that? We are re-
sponsible to Parliament and the licensing
bench are responsible to no one, and
licenses have been granted by the benches
during the last 12 months of which they
should he ashamed.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: One at Meekatharra
a few days ago.

Mr. Nairn: You do influence them.
The PREMIR: We'do not. We have

never yet approached a bench.

1092



[2 FsmRUAsRY, 1915.] 19

Ron. J. Mitchell: What about Tood-
yay?

The PREMIER: The bench at Toad-
yay were not influenced any way what-
ever.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What about Yilli-
muining?

The PREMIER: I say the bench were
uiot influenced. We have never on any oc-
casion-and I defy contradiction of the
statement-when appointing an individ-
ual, inquired into his views politically or
onl State hotels or private licenses. Such
a thing has never been dreamed of. Once
a man has been appointed, he has never
been influenced by the Government.
Licensing benches have granted licenses,
I repeat, which are a disgrace to those
who granted thcm. Yet hon. members
say we ought to submnit to a bench ap-
pointed by a Minister, a bench who are
responsible to no one after they have once
been appointed7 while the Mtinister is re-
sponsible to Parliament and through Par-
liainent to the people.

The Mlinister for Mines: I am of
opinion that benches have been bought be-
fore to-day.

Mr. Heitznann: I can give an instance.
The PREMIER: There is 110 compari-

son between the constitution of a licensing
bench and the Ministerial control proposed
under this Bill. A State hotel is continu-
ally under the eye of the public; members
are primed regarding the conduct of the
hotel, and if any act of misconduct is
brought under the notice of the Minister
and proved against the manager, no second
consideration will be given him. The
managers know tbis, as they have been so
informed. I have a complete reply to the
hon. member and I am satisfied that the
Wongan Hills hotel is managed on the
heft possible lines. I pointed out to the
general manager that it was evident some-
one had a personal grudge against this
individual, otherwise he would not have
been pursued in the way he was. After
he was transferred from Wongan Hills
to Owalia, there was not a single com-
plaint against the hotel either at Qwalia
or Wougan Hills.

Mr. Hudson: There are disappointed
applicants.

The PREMIIER: There may be. I
want members to recolleet that such con-
ditions frequently prevail. We received
some sort of a statement at the outset
about the Dwcllingup betel.

lion. J, Mitchell: It was true.
The PREXLiER: It was not. The bon.

member made a. statement which he had
to withdraw.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: That is not so.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

confused one hotel with another. The
position in regard to this Bill is we are
asking for a power which we already
possess, bnt we want to remove any mis-
understanding that the Minister may,
when he once obtains from the licensing
bench under the licensing Act the right
to establish a State hotel, which he need
not do to-day-

faon. J. Mitchell: And does not do.
The Attorney General: He does.
The PREMIER: We have done it in

several cases. We have never attempted
to es-tablish a State hotel except when
the bench have given permission. We
have sought to establish these hotels
where people have petitioned for them
in preference to private onesr and the
bench have given preference to privately
owned shanties of wood and iron. We
were prepared to build an hotel in keep-
ing with the place and with what a
State hotel ought to be, namely a place
to provide accommodation for travellers.
Neither of those ini question are suitable
places to which to take a female, and
even men should not stay there too
long. At State hotels people obtain pro-
per accommodation and every one con-
ducts himself -well.

Mr. Robinson: No one objects to that.
The PREAMR: No, but the hen.

member wants to be critical of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Robinson: No.
The PREMIER: The bon. member

wishes to show that be is sitting in op-
position.

Mr. Robinson: Why depart from the
edsting conditions.

The PREMIIER: What are the exist-
ing conditions. We have appointed man-
agers and the benches on no occasion
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have questioned the appointments made,
notwithstanding that the leader of the
Opposition occupied the House night
after night for six months disagreeing
with one of our appointments.

lHon. Frank Wilson: I did nothing of
the sort. I criticised your action and
properly so. You made a political ap-
pointment and I proved it.

The PREMTER: The hon. member
knows we did nothing of the kind. We
made an appointment which was a sati-
isfactory one.

Hon. Frank Wilson: A political job,
that is all it was.

The PREItITER: I wish members to
appreciate the absurdity of the present
position. A Minister of the Crown is
responsible to Parliament and through
Parliament to the people, and be is bet-
ter able than a licensing bench to make
inquiries and select a suitable person
to manage a State hotel. If lie selects
a wrong person he can dispense with his
services and appoint another, and if he
does not do so, members can move Par-
liament. At present an undesirable
person may obtain a license and contin-
iie in possession of it, and members,
unless they can move the bench, will
have no remedy, and they will be un-
able to move the bench as readily as
they will be able to move the Minister
if an hotel is not conducted in a satis-
factory manner.

lIon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[5.37]: The Premier abuses all who op-
pose his proposals. While his hotels
may be well managed, and my expen-
ence is that they are fairly well man-
aged, still there is room for further im-
provement. It would be wrong if the
public had not an opportunity to pro-
test against any individual, no matter
how he receives his appointment, no
matter whether he is the manager
for the owner of an hotel or the
manager of a State hotel. The
Premier says he can do as he.
pleases no matter whether this Bill is
passed or not, and that is one objec-
tion I have to it. The Premier does not
care a jot. To-day he does not hold a li-
cense for the hotel at Owalia, as be did

not apply for a renewal of it, He is
carrying on that hotel without a license
The bench have had no opportunity to
say whether that hotel is satisfactorily
conducted or in accordance with the law
of the land, whether the manager is sat-
isfactory or whether the travelling pub-
lic are satisfied with it. I have heard
complaints about State hotels and there
is no doubt that complaints have been
made. I quite agree that the appoint-
ments of these hotels are better than
other hotel;, but one does not always
obtain the best appointments and atten-
tion in State hotels. I heard a complaint
from a person who, in company with a
lady, arrived late for dinner.

The Premier: Have you heard of any
one taking a cheque to the manager of a
State hotel and saying "When that is
cut out, let me know."

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No; but in the
case I mentioned the manager appeared
to be powerless to do anything, and not
so much as a cup of tea could be ob-
tained. This is not in accordance with
the Licensing Act. During the trading
hours of an hotel, people have a right
to ask for something to eat and to get it.
The licensing bench should have an op-
portunity to hear any one who wishes to
lodge a complaint. It is ridiculous for
the Minister to assume the position that
he is in his office on the 1st January
and if anybody has an objection to the
hotel at Gwalia, or to the quality of the
liquor, or to the food supplied there, he
cart come along to his office with the ob-
jection. It is wrong of Ministers to re-
flect on the licensing bench. The Min-
ister for Mines interjected that in a case
lately the bench were bought. If he
knows it, why does he not take action 9

Mr. Heitmana: I can tell you of a
case.

Hfon. J. MITCHELL: The licensing
heneh is composed of the resident mag-
ist rate and honorary justices.

The Minister for Mines: For the most
part.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: Altogether, I
suppose.

The Minister for Mines: No.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: And the thanks
of the community are due to these
gntlemen for the work they have done
in the past . They do not make an exam-
ination of each hotel in their distirict but
as they control a limited area, they
know a good deal about the conduct of
these places. I -will not say that the Li-
censing Act is perfect. We should be
careful to see that the managers of State
hotels are men who can be approved of
by those who know them best.

The Attorney General: Hear, hear
Make the Minister responsible.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is idle for
the Minister to say that he can know
brat what is going on at Dwellingup.

The Attorney General: I have better
means than the licensing bench for find-
ing out.

Hon- J. MITCHELL: It is idle for the
Minister to say lie can know what is
happening at Wongan Hills or Dwelling-
up, but the bench will he in a position to
hear and kinow what is happening, and
it should be possible to lodge objections.
There can he no hardship attached to this
and no cost is involved in appearing be-
fore the bench. The Premier's managers
should go to the bench just as the
managers of other hotels have to
do. When the general manager of
the State hotels recommends the ap-
pointment - of a certain person, it
goes without saying that his recommenda-
tion is listened to. In regard to the
license at Toodyny when an application
was made on behalf of a private person
a Government minute was read to the
bench and evidence was produced by a
Government official against the granting
of a license to that person, on the round
that a license was not needed.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Ron. J. MITCHELL: It is absolutely

correct, and within a few months the
Government applied for a license at the
very same place.

The Attorney General: You ought not
to go on. That is not correct.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: What is not
correct?

The Attorney General: Your statement
that evidence was submitted by an officer

of the Government that an hotel was not
needed. That is not what was produced.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: Then what was
produced?

Mr. Mmmahe: You are making the
statement.

The Attorney General: It was pro-
posed to shift the site of the station at
that time.

The Premier: We were going to shift
the site of the station and we pointed out
that in view of that fact it wvas inad-
visable to grant a license, and that we in-
tended to erect a State hotel near the site
of the new station.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: A minute from
the Government was produced and evi-
dence was given by a State official that
the hotel was not needed.

The Attorney General: No.
Hfon. J. MITCHELL: Then what hap-

pened? Is there a nunute on the file?
The Premier: The minute on the file is

that the bench were informed we pro-
posed to move the railway station to its
present site, and that would make a
license on the site applied for absolutely
useless, and it was stated that when the
station was moved the Government in-
tended to make application for a State
hotel at the site of the new station.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When the Gov-
ernment applied for a license it was
ranted by the bench. The Glovernment

told the private applicant that he was
applying for an hotel on the wrong spot
and that he should move on about 10
miles distant. Why should not private
persons he ranted licenses? At Toodyay
the Government interfered to prevent a
license being granted to a private person
and shortly afterwards applied for the,
right to erect an hotel on the very bame
spot. I think we ought to leave these
things under the Supervision of the
licensing bench.

Mr. Heitmann: Why, your Govern-
ment sacked a licensing benchI

Hon. Frank Wilson. What do you
meanI Sacked I

,)r. Heitmann: Well, packed.
Hion. Frank Wilson: I never paucked

a licensing bench in my existence.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Notwithstand-
ing that the Government naturally have
greater control over houses managed by
Government officials than they have over
private houses, I think we should have
one authority to approve of liceimes. Let
it ho the Minister for the whole of the
State.

The Attorney General: That would be
fr better tliai the magistrates.

Hon. J. IMITCHELL: Let us have at
least one authority licensing or control-
ling, hoteib. Let that be the systemi. it
has worked wveil so far, and the Govern-
ment themselves acknowledge that it has
workvd well in the case of their own
nominees. They say their managers have
proved satisfactory.

31r. Heitmann: When you were Afii-
ister for Lands and you transferred an
agent at Kittanning to Geraldton, you
did not want a hoard to decide wvhether
or no that agent was capable.

Hor. J. MITCHELL: I trust the
House will agree that the Minister must
conform to the law of the land. Let him
amend the Licensing Act, and not bring
in a Bill which asks for unlimited power,
as this measure does. No one, under this
Bill, is to have the right to object to the
conduct of State hotels.

Tile Attorney General: No.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Are we to

agree to that?
The Attorney General: No.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Are we to bb

retosed accommodation at the State
hotels and have no right to object?

The Attorney General: No.
lon. J. MITCHELL: Have no right

to inter a protest?
The Attorney General: No.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: But the At-

torney' General asks that he alone shall
be permitted to decide what is to be done.

Mr. Heitmann: How ninny licenses
have been cancelled in this State?

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: I, at any rate,
intend to vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill; and I hope a suifficient
niumber of hon. members sitting opposite
will vote with me to bring about the de-
feat of this proposal of the Government.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.48]:
1 am very much in favour of State hotels,
but I intend to be brief on this measure.
In my opinion, State hotels should com-
ply wvith absolutely the same rules and
regulations as private hotels.

The Attorney General: Would you al-
low the State, then, to have one license,
and no more?

Mr. THOMSON: No.
The Attorney General: Then, in that

case, the State cannot in this respect be
in the same position as private indivi-
duals occupy.

Yr. E. B. Johnston: Each manager
should have one license.

Mr. THOMSON: Exactly; each man-
ager should have one license. No one is
foolish enough to suggest that there
should be only one State license for the
whole of Western Australia. I strongly
believe in State hotels for the following
reason: there are instances within my
knowledge where a man, having obtained
a license for an hotel, and having built
it, has secured a relatively enormous sum
in the form of ingoing. I know of an
hotel being built at a cost of £3,500, and,
on tenders being called, a sum of £1,000
being paid for ingoing. That instance in
itself proves that in connection with
hotel licenses there is unearned incre-
meat which the State should receive. I
strongly favour the State receiving that
benefit, and I wish now to emphasise that
point in case the Bill does not go to a
division but is decided on the voices.
Further, I consider that when the Govern-
ment enter upon the business of running
State hotels, the Government should be
he subject to exactly the same rules and
regulations as apply to private hotel-
keepers. The Government should not, in
my opinion, be in a better position than
a private individual holds, in this respect.
Private individuals are frequently called
upon to comply with ridiculous require-
ments imposed by licensing benches.

The Attorney General: Would you have
the Crown subject to ridiculous require-
ments?

Mr. THOM1SON: I contend that the
Crown should be subject to the same re-
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qairements as those to which private in-
dividuals are subject.

Mr. Taylor: The ridiculous regulations
are forced by the Crown.

The Premier: Do not be absurd.
Would you have a bench requiring the
State to put up a bond to complete the
construction of an hotel within six
months? If the bond were forfeited,
who would get the amount?

Mr. S. Stubbs: The bench would not
do such a thing.

The Premier: It has been done.

Mlr.TIIQMSON: I know of cases where
licensing benches have compelled private
individuals to erect palatial edifices in
centres where nothing of the kind was
warranted. However, I maintain that the
Government when applying for a license
to a licensing bench should be subject to
exactly the same rules and regulations as
govern the application of a private indi-
vidual; and for that reason I must op-
pose this Bill.

Mfr. CUNSNINGHAM (Greenough)
[5.53]: 1 have a few words to say on the
subject before the House. There are no
State hotels in the electorate I have the
honour to represent, but I have had some
experience of licensing benches, and I am
compelled to make seine remarks not al-
together complimentary to licensing
benches. It must be borne in mind that
a State hotel is owned by the State for
the benefit of the people, and that the
manager is appointed by the State to
manage the hotel as an agent for the
State, Similarly, a licensing bench is
comprised of men generally well-known
in their district, with the resident magis-
trale for chairman of the bench, My
contention is that if a resident magistrate
is qualified to adjudicate on other eases
of importance occurring in his district,
he should be a fit and proper person to
preside over a bench which considers
such matters as whether a State hotel li-
cerise ought to be renewed, or whether the
manag-er is conducting the State hotel
satisfactorily. No matter what qualifi-
cations a manager may have had when first
appointed, the bench must satisfy them-
selves that he is keeping things straight
and giving satisfaction to the people who

require the conveniences of the hotel he
manages. The State, I take it, will ntot
establish an hotel without erecting a pro-
per building, a building capable of afford-
ing adequate and proper accommodation
for the people to be served. Further, I
take it, the Government will not appoint
a manager unless they have good rounds
for believing him to be a fit and proper
person to conduct an hotel as it should be
conducted in the interests both of the
Government and of the people. If a
manager does not maintain the high stan-
dard with which he was credited on his
appointment, the people of the district
should have a handy means of bringing
his deficiencies under the notice of some
tribunal. A licensing court as at present
con stitu ted seems to me to give the peo-
ple in every district such a tribunal. The
licensing court sits in the district where
the hotel is established and where the
hotel conveniences are required; and that
court is competent, I think, to judge -whe-
ther or not there is ground for complaint
against the manager. Further, I consider
that the licensing court relieves the Gov-
ernment of a certain measure of responsi-
bility; and we all know that Ministers,
generally speaking, have sufficient respon-
sibility already without being called upon
to deal with small matters such as the
conduct of an hotel manager. For these
reasons I am unable to see the necessity
of the Bill now bcfore the House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Snssex)
[5.55]:- 1 do not wish to say a great deal
on the second reading of the Bill, but I
do wish to draw attention to the fact that
the Premier, whilst asking us to consider
the measure calmly and quietly, has imme-
diately overstepped the bounds and de-
livered a very heatedI partisan speech on
the Pill. In doing so the hon. gentleman
has accused all and sundry who objected
to the measure of being actuiated by ul-
terior motives. To me it is passing
strange that the party led by the Pre-
mier, whenever its opponents happen to
he in power, is invariably fond of taking
away the power of 'Ministers to exercise
that direct action and that direct control
which are sought for present -Ministers by
this measure. Now we find M1inisters not
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only asking for direct action and direct
control, absolute power in the engagement
and dismissal of State hotel managers,
but chafing under the Public Service Act
and under the Appeal Board they have
created in connection with their great in-
dustrial system,

The Premier: What has that to do with
State hotels, anyhowv?

Heon. FRANK WILSON: I am trying
to make the point clear to the Premier.
If he cannot see it, others will. All
the restrictions which hon. members ap-
posite are mainly responsible for having
created- created, of course, when another
party was in power- they now wish to
get rid of in order that they may have a
free hand. They want a free hand in the
future so that they may save themselves
from the dire consequences of their mis-
ride during the past three years. I can
quite understand present Ministers want-
ing a free hand.

The Premier: If we are to reply to
your statements, it will take all night and
there will be trouble. 'We cannot reply to
your statements.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General has the right of reply. For
my part, I am now replying to the Pre-
mier's statements.

The Premier: I do not see it.
lion. FRANK WILSON: I do not

ever expect the Premier to grasp the re-
levancy of a criticism on his own re-
marks. It would never he his policy to
do that. At any rate, the Premier has
not the fairness to aeknowledgc it.
With regard to this little Bill-

The Premier: That is right.
Hon. FRANK WILSON:- It looks

entirely harmless.
The Attorney General: It is not Only

harmless, hut actually beneficial.
Hon. FRANK WiLSON: Its one

clause would be decidedly beneficial to
the administration of the Attorney Gen-
eral personally as regards State hotels,
but whether the measure would prove
so beneficial to the State as he wishes
to make out, is a matter for the consider-
ation of hon. members. There is just as
much reason for coming to the conchu-
ison that the measure is not of that be-

neficent character, as there is for com-
ing to the conclusion that it is abso-
lutely what the Attorney General and the
Premier claim it to he. Hon. members
sitting opposite have stated that the
measure is not a beneficent one, and in
my opinion it is not unreasonable to
agree with them in that statement. I do
not see why, if the 'Minister wants only
the right to permit the transfer of a
license duly acquired by his managers
to a new manager from time to time, that
should not be stated in clear and ex-
plicit language.

The Attorney General: It could not
be stated much more clearly.

Heon. FRANK WILSON: I do not see
why the Attorney General should have
drawn the Bill in language apparently
vesting in his own personality the whole
and the sole power, practically, of let-
ting hotels in Western Australia.

The Attorney General: No. You have
been misled by your legal adviser.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: I have not
consulted him. Here, in the Bill, is the
Minister of the Crown who shall admin-
ister the Act for the time being permit-
ted by the Governor 'without any other
license or authority than this measure
to carry on-

The Attorney General: To carry on.
Hon. FRANK WILSON- What is he

to carry on?
The Attorney General: Carry on the

business.
Hon. FRANKC WILSON: A public-

an's general license, the trade and business
of a holder of a publican's general license.

The Premier: Why do you omit cer-
tain words?

Hon. FRANK Wt[LSON: I will read
the lot-

Notwithstanding anything contained
in the Licensing Act, 1911, to the con-
trary, it shall be lawful for the Min-
ister of the Crown to whom the ad-
ministration of this Act is for the
time being committed by the Gover-
nor, without any other license or au-
thority than this Act, to carry on, by
his authorised agent, in any State
hotel established before the com-
mencement of this Act-
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The Premier: That is right; "by his
authorised agent."

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The clause
continues-

or hereafter lawfully established-
The Premier: "Lawfully estab-

lished "
The Attorney aeneral: Exactly.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: How law-

fully established?
The Attorney General: In accordance

with the provisions of the Act.
The Premier: The leader of the Op-

position will understand the measure
directly.

Hon. FRANK WILSON. I under-
stand it. 'Why does not this mean that
the Minister is to be the sole publican?
He can appoint any person he likes.
The Muister is going to be the man who,
uinder the Bill, is authorised to conduct
the public houses of Western Australia
without reference to anybody, with the
exception that the hotels have to be
lawfully established. That infers that
some ol them have not been lawfully es-
tablished. in the past. There is one hotel
m entioned by the member for Northam
which is being run without a license now.

The Atteiney General: Where?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The mem-

ber for Northarn mentioned it the other
night.

The Premier: The only one is the
Caves House, and you are responsible
for that.

H7on. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mnier admits the soft impeachment; he is
still running an hotel unlawfully.

The Premier: All that have been es-
tablis hed since we have been in power
have been lawfully established.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know that I established any hotel.

The Attorney General: Our predeces-
sors in office then,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think Sir
Walter' James's Government established
the first hotel at Gwalia, and the Caves
House was established before I took of-
Nie. We know the Government are an-
xious to increase their revenue as much
as they can by the transactions of the
'State hotels. Attempts hare been made

on previous occasions to establish hotels
irrespective of the law: an attempt was
made to establish an hotel at Rottnest.

Mr, Foley: That can be done now.
The Premier: Yes,
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then why

do yOLL not do it?
The Attorney General: The Crown can

do no wrong.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is it in the

interests of the public generally that the
Government should have this absolute
control. The Mlinister cannot inquire into
thie iiidividual characters of men who have
beeni appointed or else why has he the
Public Service Commissioner? Occasion-
ally he over-rides that officer as he did
oboe before. He over-rode the recommen-
dation of [lie Public Service Commissioner
and went right through the list and
picked out a special gentleman "a friend
of onr party." We must all admit that
neither the Attorney General nor any
Minister can possibly make a wise selec-
tion. They must take the recommenda-
tion of someone. It may he that the selec-
tion I have referred to was the recommen-
dation of somebody else.

The Premier: What can the bench do
without a recommendation?

Ron. FRANKC WILSON: The bench
is an open court, and the whole of the
public of a district can come to the court,
but they cannot have access to the Minis-
ter. If the Minister would grant them
access they cannot travel down to Peril'
to see him.

The Premier: Who selects licensees tn
most cases now, but the brewers?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, tied
houses I admit, but the bench need not
accept them. There is no necessity for
the bench to accept the nominee of any
brewer.

The Attorney General: When do they
ever refuse?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know, The public generally should have
the control in their own bands.

Hon. J. D. Connolly:. The policze can
bring forwardan objection.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
bers opposite are always saying the pub-
lie should have con trol, and now they
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want to take control from them. When
we were in power their continual cry was
that the country should have control, but
now it is different. The licensee should
apply to the proper tribunal so that the
bench may inquire into the character of
the licensee. Those opposed to the appli-
cant can then come to the court and lay
their grievances before the justices. The
mnanagetr of any hotel should always be in
the lime-light, should always be before
the public because be manages an insti-
tution which can be carried on so detri-
menially to the interests of the public.
The court has the advantage of thle police
officers. If the justices have any doubt
they can refer to the police and adjourn
the application, and they can get first-
hand information as to a man's character
and antecedents, and see if he is a fit and
proper person to he granted a license. Is
the Minister to take all this necessary
trouble?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Does the licensing
bench go to that trouble?9

Hon. PRANK WILSON: 'If they do
their duty they do; if they do not do their
duty deal with the licensing benches as
the Government have the power to do. I
do not want for one moment to impune
the knowledge of the Premier in regard
to the hotels. He has obtained absoluite
knowledge, not only of State hotels, but
of private hotels. Hie gave us an instance
of a manl who bought a bottle of whisky
and consumed it in ten minutes. I may
say I am sorry for the man who consumed
the bottle of whisky in ten minutes; there
would not be much left of him after-
wards. The position as pointed out by
previous members from the Oppositiai:
side, from their way of thinking, and from
my way of thinking, it is not desirable
that we should confer this power upon
the 'Minister. You cannot get the same
effective administration. I admit, as far
as his officers are concerned, it would be
Dice if the general manager of the State
hotels had the power to do as he liked.
He would only have to write a minute to
the M1inister that a certain ma~ services
should be dispensed with, and the Minis-
ter could put his initials upon the minute
and the thing would then be done. The

Minister cannot inquire into these matters.
If the manager makes a recommendation,
and the Minister cannot back the manager
up, then it is time to get rid of the mana-
ger. Is it not much better to let the pro-
per tribunal adjudicate and give every
man the right to appear in the open court
and state his case? Is it not right that
the public should have some say in this
matter? But the Government want to
take that right away. I think it is a
wrong policy. The Bill might well be
thrown out on the second reading.

Mr. TAYLOR (.Mount M1argaret)
0.0:I am sorry I was not present

when the Attorney General moved the
second reading of this Bill, as I did not
bear his arguments in favour of it. I am
also sorry I did not hear what the Pre-
mier had to say, but, so far as I can see,
there is no justice in the measure if we
take equity into consideration at all. The
licenses granted -to hotels in this State,
and in every other State, are by the
licensing benches, and these benches are
appointed by the Government. The mem-
bers of these benches are appointed by
the Government for their integrity and
their knowledge of the district, and any
applicant for a general public house
license, or a -wayside license, or an inn
license, appears before 'the bench, and
if the applicant does not appear to be a
fit person to hold a license the licensing
bench can refuse.

The Premier: Do you know of any
ease where that has happened?

Mr. TAYLOR: I think eases have
happened. I know full wsell. that the
licensing benches have at their command
the police force of the district, and no
matter how many police stations there
may he in a district, the licensing bench
have the police at their beck and call.

The Premier: Is it always advisable
that they should be at the beck and call
of the licensing bench?,

Mr. TAYLOR: They should be at
their heck and call for information. If
the licensing bench is at fault then it
should be replaced with men of integrity.
What does the Bill meanI It means that
the Government will be general publi-
cans, and can hold as many licenses as
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they like in Western Australia. Having
once the hotels licensed the Government
can transfer any manager from one hotel
to another without asking the prernission
of the licensing bench.

Mr. Mcflowall: Does that not seem a
conmmonsense arrangement?

Mr. TAYLOR: It does not. That is
the crux of the measure, and to me it
is net a commonsense idea. When th
Government enter into competition with
any section of the community they should
enter into that competition on exactly the
same lines. But the Government have
an advantage. 'hey have never estab-
[ished an hotel where there is competi-
tion. They have established hotels where
they have a sure success, and there is no
chance of failure. I oppose the measure,
not because I do not believe in State
hotels. *1 was responsible for the first
State hotel being built in Western Aus-
tralia-at Owalia.
Sitting suspeonded from 6.15 to 7,30 p.m.

Mr. TAYLOR: The State has made a
good profit from the Gwalia hotel, and it
has been of great service to the people in
the district, which is the main object of
the existence of that hotel and the ex-
tension of the principle wherever neces-
sary. The State should control the liquor
traffic. But the Bill lias nothing at all
to do with the nationalisation of the
liquor traffic. However, it has this to re-
commend it, if recommendation it be:
once a license is granted to the manager
of a State hotel, the -Minister controlling
the State hotels is the licensee so far as
the licensing bench is concerned; he can
transfer his manager to any other State
hotel for which a license has already been
pranted, and that -without any considera-
tion for the licensing bench. The Gov-
ernment should not seek that power. The
manager transferred may not be accept-
able either to the people or the licensing
bench in the district to which he is trans-
ferred. 9or that reason I am opposing
the measure. If there be any safeguard
at all for the conduct of a hotel, it is to
be found in the licensing bench, the moem-
bers of which are on the spot. The
chairman is invariably a police magis-
trate or warden, and in either case he

is thoroughly in touch with the whole of
the district and the requirements of its
people.

Mr. MeDowall: He acts on the known
character of the manager.

'Mr. TAYLOR: That is so, but when
the Minister transfers his manager, whose
opinion will he take as to the character
and fitness of that manager?

Ron. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The head of the department.

Mr. TAYLOR: The head of the de-
partment is located in Perth, and the
manager may be at Gwalia or Yallingup.
How can the officer in Perth know that
manager's character as the people in the
district do?

Mr. Heitmanu: The police reports are
available to him.

Mr, TAYLOR: Frequently the police
reports show that breaches of the law
have been committed, although those
breaches were not sufficiently serious to
warrant the bringing of the manager
into court.

Mr. Heitmnn: The licensing bench
Pan deal with the license after it has
been granted.

Mr. TAYLOR: They cannot deal with
the transfer, a power which the Minis-
ter seeks to mnonopolise, I hope the Bill
will not pass the second reading, because
it is unfair for the Minister to exercise
any more control in running a business
of this kind than is the privilege of any
private person. Already he lies a power
which no other hotelkeeper has, namely,
the power of appointing the licensing
bench.

Mr. Heitmaun: Thank God for that.
Mr. TAYLOR: I hope we will not

have to thank Him for the second read-
ing of the Bill. The Government ap-
point the licensing bench, but those who
have to abide by the decision of the
bench have no say whatever in its ap-
pointment. The Government are not
;atisfied to appeal for fair play to the
bench they have appointed. Has the
licensing bench ever prevented the Gov-
ernment from carrying on their business
of hot elkeepers to the best advantage of
the State9 If the Government can give
any concrete instance of the licensing
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bench stepping in and preventing them
from carrying on the State hotels in no-
'?ordanee with the Act and within the
meaning of the Act, namely, that they
should be modern hotels and should not
*eek to break the licensing laws1 it may
serve to modify my views.

Mr. Willmott: Has the bench refused
the license for Yallingup?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know, but
the Bill wvill not prevent the licensing
bench from refusing the license. All the
Bill seeks is, that the Government,; hav-
ing a license for a State hotel, can trans-
far their manager to any other State
hotel.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Under this, they
need not get a license for any new hotel
they may establish.

The Attorney General: Yes, they must
get a license for every new hotel.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Bill in clear lan-
guage prescribes that "It shall be lawful
for the Mlinister without any other
license or authority than this Act to
carry on by his authorised agent any
State hotel established before the com-
mencement of the Act." He must first
get a license for the manager, and the
Minister then, and not his agent, is the

licensee. He is not subject to the licenis-
ig bench or the people of the district.

The Bill will not affect the license of the
hotel at all. The Government will have
to go up for their license a nnually, but
the Minister will be able to transfer his
managers to any State hotels he likes,
without having to go to the licensing
bench for permission. It is not a 'fair
proposition.

Mr. MeDowall: He will have to go to
the annual licensing court.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am sorry the mover
did not make that clear in his remarks,
because the Bill itself makes it clear
in Clause 2, It is not interfering with
the license, but only mnakes it possible
for the Minister to transfer his managers
to any State hotels for which licenses
have been ranted.

The Attorney General: That is all
there is in the Bill.

Mr. TAYLOR: And that is my ob-
jection to it. No Government should

seek such a power; I am surprised that
the present Government should ask
for it. Why are they are not content
to be amenable to the same law as every-
body else has to recognise?2 They are
carrying on the business under more
favourable circumstances than any other
people. They are not competing in large
populated area where land rents are
high and where supervision is close. They
are carrying it on in] outlying places&
The only safeguard the people have is
in their licensing- bench seeing that the
transfers are not effected without their
sanction. T hope the House thoroughly
understands the effect of this simple and
innocent little Bill, which is only a leaf-
let after all. I aia going to oppose the
second reading for the measons I have
stated.

M r. McDOWALL (Coolgardie) [7.461:
I have listened to the debate with very
great regret indeed. There is uo doubt
that it was painful in the extreme to have
listened to the extraordinary and extreme
arguments advanced against this small
Bill by the hon. member who has just
sat down. Let me sum up the whole of
the arguments which have been brought
uip against it. They are merely on the
question that the person who holds the
license for a State hotel should, if he is
transferred to another State hotel, apply
to the licensing bench in that district to
be approved of. The fact that he already
has a character and that this is approved
by the department does not seem to weigh
in the slightest degree with the bon.
members who have spoken against the
measure, It seems to me just a question
once more of Tweedledum and Tweedle-
(lee. Does it not strike any sensible
member as being absurd that the Gov-
ernment should apply to themselves for
these particular privileges? The argu-
mierit has been advanced as to the bench
having the right to do this, that and the
other, and about the State having the right
to select their managers or hotel keepers,
as the case may he. To any man of ex-
perience these arguments are so much rot.
No other word can express the position.
If T sell a hotel to any person say in the
Coolgardie 'district-
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Mr. Heitmana: You could not sell orle
there.

Mr. Taylor: The State would not build
one there.

M1r. 2LcDOWALL: We do not want
the State to build one there. What
would the people of Coolgardie have to
say about a man who bought a hotel
there? Absolutely nothing whatever.
The man simply comes along with a
decent character and a fair report and
the license is transferred to him without
any question. Men who have dealt with
businesses of this kind know that many
applicants are granted licenses that one
would scarcely think would be entitled to
hold them. Yet here, when the State
simply asks the House to transfer its mati-
ager, a manager whom the Government
have taken great pains to inquire into the
character of before making the appoint-
ment, and a man who certainly must
have some reputation in order to get that
position, it is said that the State or the
Government must go to the licensing
bench cap in hand, or to something of
their own creation, in order to ask that
body for a license. There is no difficulty
whatever of getting a transfer, as I have
explained, at the present time, for the
simple reason that people never bother
so long as the man has a fair and reason-
able character. But there is this to be
said: there is great trouble taken so far
as the Government are concerned, which
is not taken with respect to outsiders, for
these do not enter into this particular
question- This Bill, as the Attorney Gen-
eral has explained, is simply one to allow
the Government to transfer a manager
from one hotel to another without having
to go to the expense, the bother, or the
waste of time, of applying to the licens-
ing bench to see whether they approve
of his character, a character which has
already been approved by the Govern-
ment biefore the man's appointment.

Mr. Wilznott: Is not the ordinavy
hotelkeeper in this position?

Mr. 'MeDOWALL: There is a vast
difference between the ordinary hotel-
keeper and a State hotelkeeper. The
private individual will apply for a

license whether he has a character or
not. There is no question of a privilege
as far as competition is concerned. This
privilege is simply that of transferring a
manager to another hotel.

Mr. E. B. .Johnston: It relieves the
Government from applying only for the
renewal of a license.

The Attorney General: It does nothing
of the kind,

Mr. MeDO WALL: The Bill practi-
cally only contains one clause and yet a
considerable amount of misconception
has arisen in connection with it. Let us
take the words of Clause 2-

Without any other license or autho-
rity than this Act, to carry on, by his
authorised agent, in any State hotel
established before the commencement of
this Act, or hereafter lawfully estab-
lished, the trade and business of the
holder of a publican's general license.

There is nothing there to show that he is
exempt from applying for his license at
the annual licensing court. This clause
ahsolutely and emphatically, if there is
anything in the English language, deals
with the transfer of managers from a
State hotel to a State hotel. Ron. mem-
bers, especially the hon. member for Mt.
Mkargaret, have read into it that it means
the selling of good liquor and deals with
the quality of liquor, and various other
extraordinary things that are not in the
clause. How can such arguments as these
be brought forward? They are enough
to tax the patience of any reasonable
man. As I interjected, common sense
shows it is a reasonable way of carrying
on the business of the State.

Mr. Heitmana: Speak up

Mr. MeDOWALL: It would he a very
good thing if many hon. members in this
Chamber were to speak up as well as I
do, especially when the Chairman is in
the Chair, or when you yourself, Sir,
happen to be in the Speaker's Chair.
Also. I am sure Hansard would deeply
appreciate it. To return once more to
the subject before the House, some hon.
members have complained of the red tape
business in connection with Government
departments and the way we have to go
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round, and all that kind of business, but
as soon as the Government endeavour to
introduce a slight measure that enables
them to perform their business in a some-
what commonsense manner, we have
arguments brought forward that are
quite irrelevant to the particular clause,
with thle desire of defeating it.

Mr. Taylor: And giving privileges that
no one else has.

Mr, MeDOWALL: If the hon. member
had a hotel does, he mean to say hie could
not transfer his management" Of course,
except for a limited period when he got
his license, it is perfectly true that he
must go before a licensing bench to get
that privilege. That is a reasonable
thing. But it is entirely different to this
particular question. A man may hold a
license who is of no repute and it is es-
sential for him to go before the bench
in order that his credentials may be
inquired into. The manager of a State
hotel is appointed after due inquiry by
the Government and approved of by the
people who are in charge of the admin-
istration of this department. It is a
very different matter indeed to any man
getting a license right off the reel.

M r. Smith:- It does not say so in this
section.

Mr. MeIJOWALL: This section is
one dealing with the transfer of man-
agers. Somebody brought in the ques-
tion of another person getting a trans-
fer for an ordinary hotel. Ia answer to
that interjection I explained the differ-
ence. I am sorry that the hon. member
for North Perth (Mr. Smith) is either
deaf, or dense, I am not at liberty to say
which. There is certainly nothing in the
seetion about all this. Let me repeat
what has been said hefore, that thete is
only the question of the transfer of a
manager from one State hotel to another
State hotel. There is nothing ina the see-
tion about a manager applying for a li-
cense at the annual meeting of the li-
censing, court. It is for common-sense
purposes, and to enable the Minister to
administer this department with less red
tape than exists at the present time. I
am going to vote for the second reading
of the Bill.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLILY (Perth)
(7.551: Unlike the hon. member for
tioolgardie, 1 do not regard this as such
an innocent measure after all. In the
first place I do not agrTee that it will be
any material assistance to the Attorney
General in the management of the State
Hotel Department,.

The Attorney General: It will he; I
say it is necessary.

Hon. J, 1). CONNOLLY: I differ from
the Attorney General and I say that it
will be of no material convenience to the
Ml~inister in the administration of that de-
piartm~ent. Whether it be any convenience
or not, there is a greater principle than
that involved, namely, the principle of
placing the Government above the courts.
The member for Coolgardie said, "Why
should a Government go cap in hand to
a court of its creation 7" The Privy
Council of England is the creation of the
Crown just as this licensing c ourt is the
creation of the representatives of the
Crown of this. State. We would be ad-
waitting a very dangerous and vicious
principle indeed if we wvere to pass this
measure.

Ron. Frank Wilson: There would not
be nnieh, security for the citizens of the
state.

Eon, J, ID. CONNOLLY: It would be
admitting a very dangerous principle in-
deed. Let us say, for the -sake of argu-
ment, that it would he a great convenience
to the department. Still, I could not feel
justified in voting for this measure.

.1r, Heitmaun: Where is the danger?
lion. J1. Di. COINNOLLY: As the hon,

muember for North Perth says, we are,
wii Ii the aid of Parliament, dispensing
with the courts. We are asking for the
righlt to override the courts, and to set
this court aside. That is a principle I
think that no han, member should vote
for without very serions consideration.
This, of course, may be a minor court hut
the pirinciple is there, If there were no
other reason for my voting against the
Bill this reason would be sufficient for my
doing so. Let me add that there is no
real necessity, with all due deference to
the Attorney General, for the enactment
of this measure. If the Minister wants
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to transfer a manager from one State
hotel to another, he has not shown
that there will he any inconvenience
to the department, or inconvenience
to the manager of the Stats hotels De-
partment by his having to re-apply in a
new licensing district. It may cause a
little delay but certainly it will cause no-
thing more. What happens under the
Licensing Act? One licensee goes out
and the other licensee goes in. The latter
goes in, and immediately applies for a
transfer, as a matter of form. Within
a week the Chairman may endorse the
transfer, or even if they wait for the licen-
sing bench-for it is at monthly sittings
that transfers are given-the applicant re-
ceives the transfer he applied for. What
great hardship is that for the manager
of a State hotel? There are very good
reasons for demanding that when a mana-
ger is proposed to be transferred he
should go before the bench. I need not
delay the House by mentioning those rea-
sons. I wish to say, however, that I do
not view this Bill in the same light as the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. 1)Ic)owall).
It is not a simple little measure, the whole
purpose of which is to allow the Minister
to transfer a manager from one State
hotel to another without appearing before
the licensing court. It goes a good deal
further than that. If it meant only that,
why was it not stated simply in the Bill,
this Bill gives the Mlinister authority to
transfer a manager from one State hotel
to another?

The Attorney General: That is all it
does mean.

Hon. J. D. CONTNOLLY: Let me draw
(lie Attorney General's attention to the
fact thiat this Bill does contain a great
deal mlore than that. I am somewhat sur-
prised, for the reason that the Attorney
General has always been one of the most
earnest champions of local option, and
yet in this Bill he has struck a direct
blow at local option. He is patting the
State hotels, not just now, hut later on
iii a few years' time, outside the control
of the local option vote. What does the
Bill state? It says-

-Notwithstan ding anything contained
in the Licensing Act. 1911, to the con-

trary, it shall be lawful for the Mini-
ster of the Crown to whom the admini-
stration of this Act is for the time he-
ing committed by the Governor, without
any other license or authority than this
Act, to carry on, by his autborised
agent, in any State hotel, established
before the commencement of this Act.

In other words it gives the Minister
power to continue all the State licenses
already granted in perpetuity.

The Attorney General: No, it does not.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY:- It says that
by no other authority, and notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the 1911 Act
this Bill gives him a license to carry on
hotels in any place for which a license
has been pranted under the 1011 Act. The
point 1 am coming to is that in the 1911
Act provision is laid down for the taking
of a local option poll, but the full local
option vote cannot be taken until after
the expiration of the 10 years period. In
1920 or 1921, 1 am not certain 'which;
hut at the end of, say, 1921, there will
be a vote taken on Resolution (d). That
means that a certain number of houses,
if the vote be carried in the affirmative,
shall be closed in certain districts. That
provision will have no effect whatever as
regards State hotels, if this Bill becomes
an Act.

The Attorney General: Trhat is non-
sense.

Hon.' J. D. CONNOLLY: Well, wil
the Attorney General consent to alter the
wording of this Bill?

The Attorney General: I will consent
in Committee. That is all the purpose I
have in this Bill, just to enable me to
deal with the managers.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: Will the At-
torney General look at the wording, which
I have already quoted?

The Attorney General: Supposing a
State hotel has been lawfully established,
it only means the carrying on of the
license.

Hon. J. D. COX'NOLLY:- But it says
hy "no other license or authority but this
Act."

The Attorney General: Yes, he can
carry on the license of a lawfully con-
stituted hotel.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: But the Bill
points out that no other authority is re-
quired than this Bill notwithstanding
anything contained in the Act of 1911.
That is plain enough.

The Attorney General: That is right.
It means 'no more than I have said. You
can alter the words to make it clearer to
your own judgment, but it means no
more.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Can anybody
take any other meaning from those
words? That is the only meaning any
person can take from them. For several
reasons, and more particularly for that
reason, I intend to vote against the
second reading of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker-Kanowna-in reply) [8.51:
I am somewhat surprised at the length
and tone of the debate which this small
measure has created, at all the fire and
talk there has been. I am afraid that some
hon. members must have given rein to
their imagination, and have been allowing
their passions to ran riot. As a matter
of fact the Bill means no more than this,
that it shall he lawful henceforth for the
Government to manage its affairs by man-
agers. -without going to the licensing court
to ask permission. That is all that is
contained in the measure. On that all
sorts of ghosts have been raisea. Accord-
ing to some hon, members, we propose to
do something which will have the effect
of over-ruling the sanctity of the conrts,
of belittling the licensing bench.

Hon. J. D_ Con nolly: The LPremier did
belittle that body.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
reference was only in answer to an in-
terjection, and it is true of some occasions
on which the couirt sat. I do not think
that even the hon. member will deny that
the courts have granted licenses for hotels
which should have been closed and td
licensees who ought not to have been per-
nutted to hold a. license. There have
been occasions of that kind, hut the licens-
ing court stands in a position of demand-
ing respect from the general public, and
also from the Government. Licensing
courts are the agents of government, in-

strumen ts by mueans of which we manage
our licensing affairs.

MUr. Smith: Why is it necessary to
introduce a short cut for the Govern-
ment?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause the Government have a right to ao
things by the easiest means. Is there any
harmu in our endeavouring to avoid red
tape? The hon. member, wvhen he was iii
the position to direct my thoughts, used
to instruct me to advise the Government
to avoid red tape. He used to instruct ine
in my articles to condemn the red tapeism
of the Government. Now the hon. mem-
ber, the perfect example and paragon of
s'implicity and directness, would have all
the obstacles he could get in the way of
going directly at what you want to do,
and would, if he could, have us go round
the wall when wre could get through the
gate. The bon. member formerly was
always strong on the point of avoiding
circumlocution, but now simply because
it is a little matter which seems to touch
vested interests hie is all for circuamlocu-
tion.

11r. Smith: I have no interests in
hotels.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not mean the hon. member personally. Is
it any crime on the part of the Govern-
ment to want to do a thing with as little
trouble as it can be done satisfactorily?

Mr. Smith: Why introduce an Act of
Parliament to save a clerk a little trouble?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member cannot be speaking in
earnest?

Mir. Smith: I am.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
he hus less sense than I thonght. T can-
not credit that the hon. member has so
little insight. A little trouble. Let me
give an example. Supposing that three
hon. members on that (Opposition) bench
are my hotel managers, one at Wongan
Hills, one at Owalia, and one at Bruce
Rock. One of them desires to leave
Owalia where he has been for six or seven
years. and come down to Bruce Rock. The
one at Yallinguip has to go somewhere
else, and T have to change the man at
Wongan Hills. Then I have got three
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magisterial courts to approach. I know
someone will tell me that it is a simple
matter to get a transfer. If that be so,
it answers all the arguments and all the
objections about magistrates having to
bear all the evidence and get all the re-
ports.

Mr. Smith: The application for the
transfer could be dealt with in a month.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even
if I have to wait a month, would that be
justifiable if the exigencies of my busi-
ness demanded that it he attended to
earlier! When hon. members are dealing
with a question of State management- it
must he remembered that it is not a ques-
tion of a, single proprietary. The State
has a number of hotels, has half a dozen
licensed premises. The Crown Ls really
the proprietor of all those hotels, and it
has to manage them all and to manage
them in such a way that each one contri-
huntes its quota to the proper running of
State hotels. Managers were appointed
to State hotels before this Government
*ook office, and I may say they were doing
their work well. All we want under this
Bill is to be able to do ow- work easily,
qnd with as little expense and loss of
time as possible. The member for Mt.
Margaret ('Mr. Taylor) asks whether the
Government has ever heen brought to
task in this connectionn9 We have had
magistrates threaten us from tho bench
that if we did not apply far a license for
our agents they would take certain steps.
I know it would be absurd for them to
take steps because, supposing without this
Act we changed our managers as we
pleased, just as we found the business
required it, and suppose one of our mana-
gers -was brought before the court, they
would fine him.

Member: They might put him inside
for three months.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Do
you believe any Government would allow
its manager to hare three months gaol
for merely doing the Government's work
-with the Government's authority 9
There would be nothing of that kind. It
is the Crown that is the wrong doer if
there be any wrong done. The agent is

not the wrong doer; he is simply obeying
orders.

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is an evasion
of the law.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; There
is no evasion of the law. In the case of
Yallingu I) can send anyon--ven the
man in the street,

Mr. E, B. Johnston: You are doing
that at Bruce Rock.

The ATTORNEY GENERA.L: At
Dwcllingup the law permits us to change
our manager when we please; no law
can say us nay. We have absolute right
by statute to do that. All I am seeking
to do in respect of managers is to put all
the hotels on the same footing. We can
say to the man at Bruce Rock "You are
no longer suited to our service, we shall
have to get rid of you at once," and it
will enable us to send another man to
fil his place.

Hon. J,. D. Connolly: Section 54 of
the principal Act says that the chairman
can endorse a transfer at any time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Un-
doubtedly. There is no fear of the re-
sults that lion. members have spoken so
loudly about.

Ron. J. D. Connolly: Then, why the
Bill'!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause we have to approach the chairman.
In some of the magisterial districts the
magistrate at the time may be at the
other end of the district, and we have to
await his return. Not only that, we may
have to go to the other magistrates where
we have shifted the other mnan from.
Two or three magistrates will have to be
approached.

Mr. Smith: The Bill does not limit
you to these measures.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,
but the hon. member must give the
Labour Government some credit for the
exercise of commonsense.

Mr. Smith: I do.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'Un-

der those circumstances men are ap-
pointed, and men should have the quali-
fications for the work they are doing.
There is more; in the management of
hotels I have lad down a principle,
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rightly or wrongly, and alluded to by
the Premier this evening, that we shall
have promotions; that one man, starting
at the least important of the hotels shall
be able to work up, by good behaviour,
and good conduct, and strict attention
to duty, to the best hotel in the State.

Mr. Smith: It does not require a, Bill
to enable you to do that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
does! We want to be able to do it as
part of the work.

Mr. Griffiths: Will not that tend to
make a manager run his hotel, which
may not be a payable proposition, in
such a manner as might be considered to
be outside the law.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
man who will sacrifice the principles for
which the Slate hotels are erected in
order to show a profit is the man who
first goes out of his billet. The excel-
lence of the manager for his position,
the good report of his house, the abso-
lute adherence to decorum and the just
treatment of his customers, the honour-
able and humane treatment of his cus-
tomers, he is the man who will receive
encouragement; but the man who will
allow drunkenness on his place in order
to show a profit will be the man to be
doomed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is it humane to re-
fuse a man a drink on a hot Sunday?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let
that man drink milk or water. Not
only are the police at the service of
the Department in this respect, but we
have our travelling inspector, a man who
visits the hotels continuously. And not
only have we the inspector, and the man-
ager, who pays surprise visits to all the
hotels, but we have the liquor inspector.

Mr. Smith7: How many samples does
he ever take?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
takes as many from our bars as he does
from those of private hotels. His re-
ports have to be made regularly, and
therefore we have a safeguard more than
the licensing bench can ever have. If
hon. members want to word this clause
so as to make it dlear in its reference
only to managers, and not hotels, I am

willing to amend it in Committee. I wish
members clearly to understand that out-
side the question of dealing with the
managers and being able to make trans-
fers, outside that, no part of the law is
repealed or touched. What does this en-
able us to do? It enables us-

Notwithstanding anything -con-
tamned in 'The Licensing Act, 1911,/
to the contrary it shall be lawful for
the Minister of the Crown to whom
the administration of this Act is for
the time being conmnitted by the Gov-
ernor without any license or authority
than this Act to carry on.
Hon. J. D. Connolly: For everq
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,

not for ever. I hope, with the aid of
the member for Will iams-Narrogin (MX~.
Johnston) that w0 shall be able to do
away with all hotels. The Act of 191-1
renders State hotels subject to the Local
Option Act as all the rest.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Not if this is
enacted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
because this deals with the "carry on by
his various agents."

Hon. J. D. Connolly: So long as this
remains an Act?9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
says-

Carry on by his authorised agent
in any State hotel established before
the cuomencement of this Act or
hereafter lawfully established.

If lawfully established it would be sub-
ject to the Licensing Act of 1911, which
sublects it to the local option poll.

Hon. J1. D. Connolly: That is for
future licenses,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
lawfully established. It is established
subject to Part 5 of "The Licensing Act,
1911."1

Hon. J. D. Connolly: But it says
"inotwithstan ding anything in the Licen-
sing Act to the contrary."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is to say the Minister can carry on by
his authorised agent in any State hotel
established before the commencement of
this Act or hereafter lawfully estab-
lished. That is, subject to the provisions
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of "The Licensing Act, 1911."1 T
member cannot make it any d~
from that. It is perversity to
read something into it that the B
not say. If there are created any
in the hon. member's mind, in Coi
we may be able to assist him.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Do y
think it nullifies resolution "D."

The ATTORNEY GENERALI
in the slightest. Any State hotel
future must he established lawful]
to establish it lawfully, it must b
lished under "The Licensing Act,
with all its provisions. The on!
that the Bill takes out of that Aci
power to carry on the business
various agents. Nothing more n
yet there is all this fuss. It d~
mean an insult to the Court; thei
reflection upon any public body
simply for the purpose of con
business as expeditiously as possi
at the least expense.

Question put and a division
with the following result:-

Ayes --

Noes

Majority against

Ayss.

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Bolton
Mt. Carpenter
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Grsen
Mr. Holman
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Jobnson
Mr. McDoiwell

Mi. Allent
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunninghamn
Mr. Jst. Gardiner
Mr. Oriffiths
Mr. Hardwlok
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickniot
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Mitecel
Mr. Nairn

Question thus
feated.

Mr. Muflany
Mr. Munste
Mr. O'Legbls,
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. 3. Stu
Mr. Thoms
Mr. Undorwoc
Mr. Walker
Mr. A. A. Wi
Mr. Heitmanr

r46
N02s.

Mr. Plese
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbi
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Wanebro
Mr. Wilimot
Mr. P. WIlso
Mr. Male

(Telld

negatived; B

he hon.
lufferent
try and
ill does
doubts

nasittee

ott not

Not

BILu-POLICE ACT AMIEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

H-on. ft. 11. UNDERWOOD (H1onor-
ary Miniter-Pilbara) (9.32) in moving
the second reading said: This is only a
small Bill-

Hon. Frank Wilson: So was the last.

in the Ron. It H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ly, and, ary Minister): But like several others
a estab- passed during this session it has been

19U.11 found necessary owing to the altered
y thing conditions of the times in which we

is our Live. It is a Bill to give the Commis-
by our isioner of Police power to appoint speci-
or less; al constables. Under the existing Act
oes not special constables can, only be appoint-
te is no ed in times of riot or when there is a
.It is possibility of riot and they may be ap-

ducting pointed by a magistrate or by justices
ble and of the peace. It has been found neces-

sary in England as well as in Western
taken Australia to appoint special constables

without any particular riot having oc-
21 curred, unless we can call the German
22 attack a riot. For instance, we have
- found it necessary to appoint special

1 constables to look after our -water sup-
- plies. They are stationed at several

dams and at various places to protect
the pipes and the bridges. It has also
been found necessary at times to ap-
point stewards and officers of a ship

bbs special constables for the purpose of
looking after prisoners sent by sea to

od various places, and under the eircum-

neon0 stances it is advisable that the Commnis-
I sioner should have power to appoint

ller). special constables when he deems it
necessary and to give certain rights and
armaments to the persons appointed.
There ean be little question as to the ad-
visableness of amending the Act to
make provision for such appointments
in the present circumstances. I assure
the House that the measure has been

ugh found necessary in the administration
of the Police Department and 'with a
view to protecting the property of the
State, I move-

ill de- That the Bill be now read a ,second
time.
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lion. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
L8.33]: While I have no objection to
the Government attaining the end indi-
cated by the Honorary Minister, I can-
didly confess that I do not like the Bill
as, drafted. It is somewhat like the Bill
which has just been dealt with; the pow-
ers contained in it are altogether too
wide. I do not agree with the Honor-
ary Minister that the powers contained
in Part Mf. of the Police Act in regard
to the appointment of special constables
are not sufficiently wide for all pur-
poses.

The Minister for Works: Of course
you know better than our legal adviser::.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I admh'iis-
tered this portion of the Police Act for
some) 'si years.

TPle Premier: You reminid us about it
frequently.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You require to
be reminded.

Rion. J. D. CONNOLLY: And I have
been sent here to give the Premier and
Parlament the benefit of my knowledge.

TIhe Premier:, It will be very helpful.
What you do not know would fill a vol-
ume.

Hon. J. D. CONNJOLLY: The electors
of Perth showed their good sense and
their appreciation of my knowledge by
sending me here, and I intend to give the
House the benefit of that knowledge
whether it pleases the Premier or not.

The Premier: You ought to have a
special badge on your back stating "I
have been a Mfinister."

lion. J. D. CONNOLLY: I have no
objection to the powers sought being
granted, but it is possible that under
such a measure serious trouble would
arise among the members of the police
force. Part III. of the Police Act gives
wide powers to the Commissioner with
the approval of the Minister for the ap-
pointment oif special constables.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : In time of riot.

Ron. J, D. CONNOLLY: Yes, it is
more particularly intended for such a
time.

The Miniister for Works: It is a ques-
tion, not of what is intended, but what
is in the Act.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Act
provides that in all cases where it ap-
pears to the police magistrate or two
justice upon the oath of any credible
person that any riot or felony has taken
place or may he reasonably apprehended
the Commissioner may appoint such
constables. Exceptional conditions pre-
vail at present and if there is any doubt
regarding- the powers under that portion
of the Act, it should be amended. This
is the proper procedure to adopt, but the
Hill goes further and seeks to confer on
special constables all the powers and
privileges conferred by the Police Act of
18D2. These powers are necessarily very
wvide and the police authorities are so
alive to, the importance of those powers
that men have to serve at least six
monthis and sometimes twelve months
probationary period before they are ad-
mitted as permanent constables. Under
the Police Act, Section 46, 1 think, a
constable has the right to approach
any person and demand his name. If
the person does not give it, he may be
arrested. This is a necessary power to
give a police officer, but should it be
given to a special constable I The Hon-
orary Minister referred to' stewards on
a boat-

lion. ft. H. Underwood (Honorar3y
Minister) : It is absolutely necessary. It
has been done again and again illegally.

Ron. J. D. CON7NOLLY: A ship's
steward has not been drilled in the
discretion necessary to be exercised by
a police officer. It is essential to have
Fpecial constables at flis period.

Ron. Frank Wilson: has not a captain
on board his vessel those, poiets?

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, but
only the master. He is giveu those
powers under the Merchant Shipping
Act.

Horn R. R. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : He can arrest a parson, but
can he take charge of a prisoner arrested
outsideT

Hon. J. D. COINQOLLY: No, unless
the person commits an offeace on the ship,
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but that is beside the question. I point
out the danger of giving the ordinary
man these powers. A man 'who has not
been subjected to any examination, test or
trainin-

The Minister for Mines: All the men
sent out have been carefully selected.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, but it
may he impossible for the Commissioner
or his subordinates to exercise the same
careful selection in future. So neces-
sary is careful selection that men join-
ing- the police force are put on as re-
cruits for six months or even twelve
months.

Hon. iH. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :Not as rocruits.

The Minister for Works: They go out
on dutty.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, but they
receive only recruits' pay.

The Minister for Works: That does
not alter a man's knowledge.

lion. J. 1), COiNQLLY: He is treat-
ed as a recruit just the same as a recruit
is treated in the military camp.

The Minister for Works: It does not
relieve him of his powers under the Po-
lice Act.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY. I have every
confidence in the present Commissioner
who is an excellent officer. The whole of
our officers and men compare very favour-
ably with those in any part of Austra-
lia and because of my belief in those
men I am the more anxious to maintain
the efficiency of the force at the stand-
ard which has prevailed in the past. It
would not be fair to those men already
in the force to invest special constahles
indiscriminately with power as i s pro-
posed under this Bill. I am directing the
Minister's attention to this and I urge
himt not to give these special constables
in one fell swoop the powers laid down
iii the Police Act.

The Premier: Does not a recruit have
all these powers?

Ron. j. D). CONNOLLY: Yes, in a
sense.

The Premier: And if he does not exer-
cise them properly, he is fired out.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: ,The recruit
is not allowed away from the station
unless he is with another man.

The Premier:- Whby should 'we secLd men
out if they cannot exercise special pow-
ersI

lion.'J D. . CONNOLLY: Thea recruit
is kept at the barracks under supervision
and is trained in his work.

The Premier: So arc the special con-
stables.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The differ-
ence is just the same as between recruits
at Blackboy Hill and a soldier at the
front. A special constable would have
to do full police duty.

The Minister for Works: Special con-
stables are kept in the town and exper-
ienced men are sent out.

Hon, J, D. CONNOLLY: That is a
matter of administration and is what
ought to be done, but this measure will
give such men full power. The Bill
states-

Any person appointed a special con-
stable shall have all the same powers
and be entitled to and enjoy all the
same privileges and be subject to the
same duties and obligations as any
constable duly appointed uinder the
principal Act.

The Commissioner and his officers would
therefore be justified in retaining special
constables and promoting them and giv-
ing them seniority over men already in
the force. This would not be fair.

The Minister for Mines: Do you think
those who are administering the measure
will go suddenly mad?

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: We must be
fair to the men in the force and not put
a lot of special constables side by side
with them and invest them with the same
powers when they lack the training of the
regular police. T say to the Govern-
ment that it is not necessary to give
special constables the whole of the powers
contained in thie Police Act. Let the
Honorary 'Minister amend certain sec-
tions of the Police Act which deal par-
ticularly with special constables. After
all, though, it is purely a matter of ad-
ministration, no principle being- in-
volved; and I am merely pointing
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out to the Minister that certain
dangers exist. I should be wanting in
ray duty if I did not draw attention to
defects of the Bill. Let me say again,
1 do not anticipate that any of these
things are likely to occur.

The Premier: No more does anybody
else who keeps sane.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Mlinister
for Mines says that every care will be
exercised in the appointment of special
constables. But it is impossible to exer-
cise much care in selecting them as pro-
posed. There will not be time to give
the necessary consideration, Therefore I
ask, it being impossible to give the neces-
sary consideration to the appointwentA,
or to give special constables appointed
thie necessary training, is it 'wise to vest
in special constables the same powers a-,
are conferred on a regular police con-
stable, and so possibly, as the result of
indiscreet behaviour on the part of
special constables, throw discredit on the
excellent body we possess in the police of
Western Australia')

The Minister for Mines: We will take
a note of your warning.

M1r. TAYLOR (Mt. MNargaret) [8.46]:
f sup port the second reading of the Bill;
but I should like the Minister in charge of
the measure to give an assurance that a
special constable, so soon as he goes out
onl duty, will have a distinguishing badge,
either by way of uniform or helmet or
armlet, showing plainly to the public that
he is a special constable. Otherwise pos-
sibly some person being interrogated by
a special constable in ordinary attire may
not believe that he is being addressed by
a special constable at all.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- He would be
quite justifled in thinking so.

Mr. TAYLOR: Exactly. if the special
constable is not wearing the necessary
distinction, the result may be that he will
plu'tlhe citizen concerned to serious in-
convenience through no fault whatever of
that citizen. It is for that reason I make
the suggestion. In answer to the mem-
ber for Perth (Hon. J1. DI. Connolly), I
wish to express my belief that under this
measure more discretion, not less, will he
exercised in the selection of special eon-

stables, because there will be more time
to choose them than is the case under the
existing law. Under the existing Act,
special constables can be sworn in only on
special occasions when there is a riot or a
tumult in the streets, say, with which the
regular force of the police cannot cope.
In such circumstances, special constables
are sworn in straightaway, and immed-
iately sent out on duty full-fledged.
Plainly, there is no time whatever for
training in such circumstances. The
present Bill is for the special purpose of
giving the Commissioner of Police power
to swear ina special constables for special
work without having to go before a magis-
trate or justices. That has already been
indicated by the Minister in charge of the
measure. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second -reading.
[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. I

Hon. R1. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary M1inister-Pilbara-in reply) [8,50):J
In reply to the member for Perth, it
seems to me that whatever the Govern-
ment propose to do, there is some member
sure to see a source of danger in that
proposal. We realise, and we have real-
ised, that there is a source of danger in
not doing things; and -when we have the
property, and it may he the lives, of the
people to protect, we should he given
power to appoint special constables to
afford official protection. The member for
Perth quoted Section 34 of thie principal
Act of 1892. It is the very wording of
that section which has rendered this
amending Bill necessary. The section of
the principal Act says-

In al cases where it shall be made to
appear to any police or resident magis-
trate or any two or more justices, upon
the oath of any credible person, that
any tumult, riot, or felony has taken
place, or may be reasonably appre-
hended in any place in the said Colony,
and any such magistrate or justices
shall be of opinion that the ordinary
constables or officers appointed for pre-
serving the peace are not sufficient for
the preservation thereof, and for the
protection of the inhabitants, and the
security of the property of such
place... ..

1112



[2 FEBRUARY, 1915.3 11

The measure continues in that strain-
Provided always that whenever it

shall be deemed necessary to appoint
such special constables as aforesaid..

If there is a riot or a prospect of a riot,
hie can appoint special constables.

Hon. J. D. Con nolly: Or if there is a
riot apprehended.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : Yes. When we are pro-
tecting the Coolgardie water scheme
works, or the Fremantle bridges, or other
State property, we are not necessarily
apprehending a riot.

The Premier: We take precautionary
methods.

Ron. J. D. Connolly: But in such cir-
cumstanees you are apprehending a
felony.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Ti nder the existing law
we have to convince a magistrate or two
or more justices that special constables
are required, that there is some likelihood
of a tumult or a riot. On the other hand,
we propose by this Bill to give the Com-
missioner of Police power to appoint
special constables. Let us consider the
position of the Commissioner of Police.
If one compares the Commissioner Of
Police with two or more justices, I tbink
one must come to the conclusion that the
greater degree of discretion would be
with the Commissioner of Police. Now,
as regards the other dangers feared by
the member for Perth. One is that the
powers under this Bill would be used in-
discriminately. If we have a Commis-
sioner of Police who uses his powers in-
discriminately, the best thing -we can do
is to get rid of that Commissioner of
Police.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I did not may
the Commissioner of Police would do so.

Hon. R. H. UNPERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The bon. member used'
the word "indiscriminately" clearly and
distinctly.

Hon. .7. D. Connolly: I said the power
might be used indiscriminately by the
special constables.

Hon. HR. ff. UNDER WOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : The hon. member said
that this power might be used indiscrim-

inately. If our Commissioner of Police
uses this power, or any other of the pow-
ers conferred on him, indiscriminately-
and there are powers vested iii him
greater than that proposed under this
Bill-then we must get rid of our present
Commissioner of Police, and obtain a
Commissioner of Police endowed with
some discrimination.

Hon. J. D. Connoily: I rise to a point
of order, The Honorary Minister has
misquoted me. I did not say that I ob-
jected to allowing the Commissioner of
Police to exercise this power. I said the
recruits might exercise their power indis-
Crinlikntely.

The Premier:. What right have you to
interrupt the Honorary Minister?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is
no point of order involved.

Hon. J. D. Conniolly: It is a point of
explanation.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member should have waited until the 11din-
ister sat down, and then the hon. member
could have made his 'explanation.

Hon. RI. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): I have no desire to pur-
sue the matter. I took the -word down,
and there is no doubt of its having been
used.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You put the
word in the wrong place;- that is all.

Hon. R. IT. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary M1inister): Yes; no doubt. That is
what the Opposition always say. Againi,
as regards recruits, the member for Perth
states that special constables, having been
appointed, will not be under control as
ordinary recruits are. As a matter of
fact, recruits on joining the police force
are almost invariably put upon special
duty. The hon. member is right to a cer-
tain degree in stating that recruits arc
not always stationed away from super-
vision; but, in point of fact, recruits -ire
frequently sent out into the country. One
of tie first duties on which manoy ren flits
are put is to look out for sly grog sellers,
right away altogether from ordinary
supervision. The special constables to be
appointed by the Commissioner of P'olice.
who undoubtedly is a judge of the clasrs
of men suitable for police duty, will iiot
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be for any wyork of that nature, but for
the work of protecting the property of
tlie State and protecting the lives, of the
people of the State. This House will re-
coglaise. I think, that the Government ab-
solutely require the powers proposed
under tis measure, not only for the pur-
rose of appointing special constables in
the future, but for the purpose of ratify-
ing apl ointments already made in this
connect ion. We have at the present time
a good many special constables doing
Service.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How manyl'
Ilon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-

orary M1inister) : About 30, This inea-
sure will not only make provision for
the appointment of special constables in
the future, but will ratify appointments
already made. As regards the desire ex-
pressed by the member for Mount Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor), I entirely agree with
that hon. member as to the necessity for
special constables wearing some distin-
guishing badge. The~matter is one which
can be arranged by regulation; and I
give the hon. member this promise, that
if at the present time there is no regus-
lation which provides for a distinguish-
ing badge, a regulation to that effect will
he made, and that all special constables
will carry a distinguishing badge. I1
trust the House will pass the second
reading of this measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Vr. ]%IDowall in the Chair; the Hon-

orary Y mister in charge of the Bill.
Clause I-agreed to.
Clause 2-Appointment of special

constables:
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I have no

objection at all to granting the Commis-
sioner of Police all necessary powers.
The powers which this measure proposes
to vest in the Commissioner are quite
necessary, and the Commissioner is a
Toan fully able to exercise his powers
judiciously. That, indeed, is exactly
what I said on the second reading. M.%ore-
over, the powers contained in this clause
are exactly those wih the Commis-

sioner of Police has to-day. What I
pointed out was that it would be unwise
to give special constables the fall powers
of regular constables. Under a section
of the principal Act, for instance, con-
stables cannot be punished by the Com-
missioner of Police, hut may demand a
board of inquiry. Now, if each special
constable is to have the same power to
demand a board of inquiry, that, I say,
is wrong.

The HONORARY MINISTER:. As
regards the powers to demand inquiry,
this Bill provides that the Commissioner
of Police may suspend or determine the
service of any special constable at any
time the Commissioner may think tit.
The Commissioner has power to deal
with special constables quite apart from
the ordinary police regulations.

Clause put and passed.
Title -agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BIl~jr-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-

orary Minister-Pilbara.) [9.21 in mov-
ing the second reading said: I desire to
explain that a request was made by the
Women's Service Guild that women
should be empowered to sit on the chil-
dren's court. That is all the Bill pro-
sides. I agree entirely with the request
for, after all, women have to carry the
baby and rear the children, and in my
opinion they are more capable than men
to sit and adjudicate in the children's
court where children are tried for vari-
ous offen ces. I promised to bring down
the Bill, notwithstanding the short ses-
sion, and that if hon. members were pre-
pared to aecept it, as I believe they will
be, I would put it through. I made a
further promise that if it did not pass
I would endeavour to bring it down
again next session, when we would have
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more time to go thoroughly into the mat-
ter. After considering the question I
may say it appeals to me as right, and
I think it will appeal to most members.
It is something that should have been
done a considerable time ago. It will be
to the benefit of the children who come
before the court. I have every confidence
in moving-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Hon. J. D. Connolly,

debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 28th Janu-
ary on the Treasurer's Financial State-
ment and the Annual Estimates; Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair.

Vote-His Excellency the Governor,
P1,760:

,%r. FOLEY (Mount Leonora) (9.6]:
In the speeches of various bon. members
there has been much criticism, mostly
adverse, but occasionally kindly. Scarcely
any hon. member has offered any sug-
gestion to the Government as to how a
better state of things can be brought
about.

Mr. Male: Are you going to do so?

Mr. FOLEY: Before I finish I will
prove to the hon. member that at least
I can give my ideas as to how best the
ship of State should be run, at all events
for a little while. When we denounce
something as wrong it is always well to
offer a suggestion as to a road out. I
am not going through all the intricacies
of the financial position and the deficit;
other members have spoken on that
phase of the question, and whether the
Government have derived from them
any enlightenment is for the Govern-
ment to say. 'Most of the time of this
session has been taken up in legislating
for the benefit of one industry alone,
namely that of agriculture. The deficit
shown by the Government has been
caused largely by the assistance the
Government have given to the farming
industry. No representative of the gold

mining industry, the greatest industry in
the State, has spoken a disparaging
word of' the farmer. We do not intend
to do it. We have ever given as freely as
possible our support to any measure cal-
culated to help the agricultural industry
when it was Deeding assistance. When
conditions again become normal we are
going to ask the representatives of those
whom we are helping now to heilp those
in the gold mining industry, and thus
show that they are at least grateful for
what we have done for them. Many
suggestions have been put before the
House as to how best to relieve the bur-
den of the farmer, and I am sorry Jto
know that, after the intention of the
Ministry to give many more thousands to
the assistance of the agricultural indus-
try has been declared, some who repre-
sent that industry in this and the other
Chamber have failed to give their wvhole-
souled support to the industry they are
representing. Although we are kindly
disposed towards the farmers, and wish
them well, and although we know that
the Government and the State are gamb-
ling bn a good season next year, I think
it is time the Government told the farm-
ers that they require to do something- for
themselves. I do not say that in any
unkindly spirit. When, recently, certain
legislation was brought down, the
farmers' representatives voted with the
Government for a measure proposing
that after the Government gave them as-
sistance it was only right the farmers,
when the good times came again, should
recognise the Government that had put
them in a position to continue working
their land. I am positive that when the
farmers realise their indebtedness to the
Government, and when that indebtedness
is put into one debt, those farmers will
bless the day the present Government
brought down such a measure. The mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) de-
clared it was time the Government "took
a pull." But the hon. member wenton
to say that they should have a financial
"blow out," that the Government were
doing nothing for the farming or the
mining or any other industry, and that
these Estimates should have contained
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thousands of pounds more for the as-
stistance of each of the industries, To
he logical,7 if we "take a pull" how can
we have this "blow out"? We cannot
have both. It is time every bon. member
supported the Government in avoid-
ing a "b3low out," in conserving the in-
terests of the State, and seeing that
every penny is expended in the direction
of developing the State's industries.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They had a "blow
out" lust month, according to the financial
returns.

Yr. FOLEY; That is unkind, for the
lion, member knows there was a big de-
ficit last month, and that there wvill be still
greate! deficits; but the greater the short-
age the greater the need for the policy I
have laid down, The leader of the Oppo-
sition, and the member for Moore (Hon.
H. 11. Lefroy) stated the Government
should shut down altogether on State
trading concerns. I ask those gentlemen
whether they are going to shut down on
the agricultural railways as well? They
used as an argument that the deficit wvas
brought about largely by State corerns.
If that was so, and they are not paying,
are these same persons going to use as an
argutment that because the agricultural

sprlines do not pay they should be shut
down also? There is a loss on agricul-
tural spur lines, of course, but when the
Bills in connection with them were before
the Douse bon. members said that they
would pay from the start. But, as a
muatter uf fact, there never has been a rail-
wa 'y line in the agricultural areas which
has paid from the start.

Mr'. S. Stubbs: The Dumnbleyung line
did.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Wongan Hills
line did.

The Premier: No, no-
Mr. FOLEY: Several hon. members

have made assertions in regard to different
line.; The hon. member for Nelson ('Mr.
WNlmnott) says there is one line that
pays and put up two fingers to signify it,
lint1 lip referred to a timber line which is, of
c-ourse, different from an agricultural spur
line, and has to do with an industry quite
apart from the agricultural industry. I
amt not going to deal with our land from

the legislative Point of view. I only
want to make these few remarks on the
land questions. Before leaving the mat-
ter, however, I want to say that I tnust
that all members of this Chamber, whe-
ther they represent an agricultural indus-
try, or not, will continue, as long as the
necessity arise;, to give assistance to that
industry, and that, in return, those mem-
hers representing that industry will give
assistance to those industries which other
hion. members of this House represent.
The hon. member for lBunbury (Mr.
Thomas) in speaking about our railways
quoted figures to show that the English
railways -were not as good as ours. I
am not in a position to combat that argu-
ment.

Mr. Thomas: I cannot admit that I said
that.

Mr. FOLEY: At all events the hon.
member used figures to prove that we got
a better return from our railways on the
money expended than did the English rail-
ways, and he reckoned that our fares were
cheaper than the fares existing in Eng-
land. I am not prepared to combat that
argument either. He said that there was
a. sum, of £,75,000 that could be saved to
the State if the rates on goods were raised
and that there was a sum of £50,000 which
would accrue to the State by the raising
of fares. Whatever may he said about
that question, I do feel that it is a had]
argument to use at the present time.
When timesq are good and we get money to
burn, we can talk about raising prices.
There is one suggestion that I would like
to make so) far as the railways are con-
cerned. There is a line in this State, the
Kurrawang wood line, that runs in direct
opposition to the Government line for
about 80 miles.

Member: Where is that?

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member knows.
The Kurrawang wood line runs almost
parallel with our State line and to save
paying the Railway Department, which
is entitled to the rates on the wood, they
run in opposition to our railways for S0
miles and come in on the Government line
a few miles from Kalgoorlie. Uf the
Government wish to save a great deal of
money to the State, or get what the State
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rightly deserves, they should at least see
that the company operating now ovar 100
miles from Kalgoorlie should bring their
wood into Bullabtilling-wood that is
grown on Crown lands, by the way-and
that the State had the benefit of the rates.
These people are taking wood and getting
it practically for nothing, and it is the
right of the State that we should get
something in return to add to the State
revenue. It will mean many thousands of
pounds to our railway revenue. So far
as the railways are concerned, ours are
not going to pay as they did during the
past few years. We are building, and
iutend building, more railways and the
greater the number of railways that we
build, as our Budget statement shows, the
greater will be our liability as a State.
We only have a few people in this Stale
and the greater the number of railways
that are built the greater will be the strain
upon those few who make up the popula-
tion. We trust when the agricultural
areas are opened up and other areas, such
as timber and so forth, are also opened
up, that raways will eventually come
back to be those paying- propositions they
were a few years ago. It is very hard
to listen to some of the arguments as to
how certain people in the State are af-
fected by our railway system. The boa.
mnember for Perth one night in the Cham-
ber, when I was speaking, interjected that
there had been no differential rates since
Federation. The differential rates on our
railways, however, hit the men who are
outback, and the further outback these
men are the more are they hit, and to a
greater extent than in any other part of
the world.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Where are they7

Mr. FOLEY: If a man is, say, at Leo-
nona and wants to go to Southern Cross
and to take two tons of furniture with
him, he puts it on the train and gets it
down to Southern Cross for £6 1s. But
if he is in Southern Cross and wants to
go back to Leonora, on that same two tons
of furniture he has to pay £13 10s. ac-
cording to our railway rates. That is bad
enough, because the further outback a man
goes the more likely he is to open up new
country, and we are, therefore, putting a

tax on the industry of those men who have
the enterprise to go outback and open up
the country.

The Premier: It seems to me to be an
encouragement for them to go outback
and not to return.

Mr. FOLEY: To show how these dif-
ferential rates would bring about centrali-
sation, 1. say that if a man wants to bring
two tons of furniture from Leonora to
Fremantle it costs him £10 Bs., but if he
is in Fremantle and wants to go to the
goldfields it would cost him £,20 odd for
his furniture, according to the railway
rates. We do want people of this State
to go on to our goldfields, and if there are
people living down here who have hus-
bands or wives on the goldfields, as the
ease may be, any Government that puts
a bar in the way of people rejoining their
relatives is doing, in my opinion, a wrong
thing. These different rates are certainly
working against the development of the
coun try at the present time.

The Premier: What about back loading?
Mr. FOLEY: I am glad the Premier in-

terjected on that point. I am coming to
backloading. If a. man in business in Leo-
flora wants to get some chaff up there and
lie gets three tons of it on a truck at Fre-
mantle, he has to pay from Fremantle to
Leonora f£5 Ss- 6d. Now, we come to the
question of backloading. If a man is out-
back and is getting sandalwood and
wants to send his sandalwood from
Leonora to Fremantle, instead of his
paying £5 8s. 6d., which the farmer or
the merchant has to pay for his chaff,
this unfortunate individual pays £18 8s.
9d. Whilst these anomalies exist, whilst
the difference between £5 one way and
£18 the other, whbilst the difference be-
tween £6 one way and £e13 the other, and
whilst the difference between £10 one
way and £20 the other way exist; I say
the departwrent is not doing justice to
the people who are outback in our State.

The Premier: You would not compare
sandalwood with chaff.

Mr. Taylor: Not for horse feeding.
Mr. FOLEY: I consider that the Pre-

mier was very unhappy in his interjec-
tion. If these trucks are to go to Leo-
nora. to take the necessary produce up
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there, and the machinery for the devel-
op-ment of the country, and these trucks
have got to come down empty, and
things are taken to Fremaittle for half
rates, why should they not take sandal-
wood at the same rate instead of charg-
ing three times as much.

The Prouder: He would not get any
inure for sandalwood if we charged him
less.

Mr. FOLEY: If that man could get
his sandalwood down here for £10 a ton
would he not get something of that dif-
ferene9 I do not say he would get the
full result of his labours because no
worker ever does.

The Minister for Mines: It is nall
bought by the same people.

Mr. FOLEY: It does not matter who
buys it. It does not matter if there is
one combine buying all the sandalwood
in the world, or whether there is com-
petition among 20 sandalwood buyers; it
does not matter whvthcr there is one'
buyer or 20, they have to pay the Oov-
erment rate for the carriage of the
sandalwood. r have always believed
that the price paid to the railivays for
the carriage of sandalwood was too high.
Many of those men who go out prospect-
ing are perhaps able to get a little sand-
alwood so as to -issist them in going
further with their prospecting.

TIhc Premier: There is more sandal-
wood than they can find a market for.
What is the use of their finding more?9

Mr. FOLEY: It does not matter what
the production of sandalwood is the
Premier cannot get away from the fact
that the railway rates are there. I eon-
tehd it is the duty of the Government to
see that something in the direction of
doing away with these anomalies is
brought about. The Government also
should see that the men outback get a
little more consideration than they do,
as compared with the consideration that
is extended to the cities. As far as our
railways are concerned, T only trust,
when we have the next Budget state-
ment, that it will contain an amount for
the construction of the railway from the
head of the Esperanee line to NorsemaD

The Premier: What we are consider-
ing is the cutting out of a lot of our
newspaper trains.

M1r. FOLEY: I am not considering
what the Government are going to do.

Hon. J. )Ilitchell: I notice that some
of the goldfields lines are not paying,
but that most of the agricultural lines
are.

The Ain ister for Works: A lot of
them are not paying.

M1r. FOLEY: As soon as the gold-
fields lines stop paying they begin to
stop the number of trains right away.

The Premier: I saw a train going
down to the South-West which only had
two pasengers on it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member for Leonora has the floor.

Mr. FOLEY: I trust that when the
next Estimates are brought down they
will contain an amount for the construc-
tion of a railway from what I hope will
be the head of the line right through to
Norsenman, thus linking up our goldfields
with Esperanco. And I hope that every
member representing the goldfields area
will keep fighting for this until it is se-
cured.

Member: What about the coastal meam-
hers?

Mr. FOLEY: We will ask their help.
The Estimates show several items for
officers in our various departments, and I
wish to congratulate the Government on
doing away with special allowances to the
various officers who went on military
(luty. I think it is to the credit of the
Government that when those men were
going away to get a fair living wage for
their military duty, they conserved the in-
terests of the State by stopping the salary
men were getting. For that they are to
be commended by every elector of the
State. There is one measure I contend
the Government should have brought for-
ward, that is a Bill dealing with weights
and measures. The purchasing power of
earnings to-day is not so great as it was
12 months ago. Had the Givrernment
brought down a Bill dealing with weights
and measures they would have been giving
to the consumer, to the poor man for
whom every one seems to have a thought

ims
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at the present time, to the housewife and
the man on low wages, an opportunity of
getting fair treatment from our store-
keepers, which they undoubtedly are not
getting at present. In this Chamber some
time ago I gave a clear and definite illus-
tration how a set of scales can be faked,
and how a man, although he might be as
honest as the sun, if he does not under-
stand the scales, cannot know whether he
is giving away a pound more or less than
the correct weight. But the dishonest
trader will soon find out and will work
his scales so that he will give the buyer
less weight than he should. It is the duty
of the Government to bring down a mea-
sure such as I have mentioned, even if we
have to stay in this House another month.
We would be doing for the housewife and
the man of low -wages a greater amount of
good by passing such an Act than by
passing many of the measures which have
been brought before this Chamber. I
trust the Administration -will, even at this
late hour, bring down such a measure. In
looking over the Estimates I notice that
sevoral hospitals are not getting as great
support as before. I want to say that the
hospitals in the meropolitan area and the
hospitals in many other centres should
take an object lesson from those districts
which are doing so much themselves to-
wards the upkeep of their own hospitals.

The Minister for Works: The vote is
larger than it has ever been.

Mr. FOLEY: I know that. But next
year it will not be possible for any Gov-
ernment to give away as much as has
been given in the past, and I think it is
the duty of every district to do a little in
the direeton of assisting themselves. If
every district in the State did as much,
or nearly as mnach, as Sandstone and Leo-
nlora have done towards the upkeep of
their hospitals, the burden on the general
taxpayer would be considerably lightened.
As far as schools are concerned, I trust
that no matter how bad times are, or how
bad they are going to be in the future-
if I know the Attorney General, the Min-
ister for Education, rightly, he will do all
in his power to keep up the education
vote.

The Premier: He has to get past the
Treasurer.

Mr. FOLEY: I trust that when the
education vote comes before the Treasure;,
and the Minister for Eduation asks the
Treasurer for support in this direction,
the Treasurer will consider very seriously
before he cuts that vote down at all. If
tis vote has to he cut down, I trust
means will be provided whereby children
will hare that education we all wish them
to have, irrespective of what part of the
State they are in. There is another mat-
ter I should like to bring wader the
notice of the Premier. I do not think we
are getting all we should from our State
Savings Bank. I have had it told to me,
and the peopde who told me are willing
to make a statutory declaration on it, that
where State Savings Bank buisiness is be-
ing conducted at the ordinary or assisted
banks some of those hanks are endeavour-
ing to cajole State Savings Bank deposi-
tors to come over to their hank. That is
wrong, If the hank is going to do the
State Savings Bank's work it is not within
their province to tell depositors in
honeyed words to take their money
away from the State Savings Bank.
If they do not want to do the
work they should be told clearly and
plainly that they will not be paid for
it. I believe that a few thousand
pounds a year can be brought in if racing
in the State were controlled and a hoard
of three men who thoroughly understand
racing wvere appointed by the Govern-
ment to absotlutely control racing, to eon-
trot the number of days, to control the
meetings, and generally to lake control of
the whole thing. That would he conferr-
ing a benefit, not only from the financial
viewpoint, but it would be putting money
into the many homes which at the present
time is not going there because of what
takes place. I have been on each of the
metropolitan race courses at least half a
aozen times, and as one who has taken
in the past a deep interest in all classes
of sport, I believe that in the law of
chance the odds against you are about
1,000 to one every time.

The Attorney General: I think you are
quite right,
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Mr. FOLEY: Mly point is that people
will gamble, whether it be registered, or
unregistered, or any other class of rac-
ing, and the Government could get some
thousands of pounds out of it by putting
in the lotalisator on every race course in
the State.

Member: Hlow about abolishing the
bookmaker?

Mr. FOLEY: Uf a fair system of total-
isator were brought on to the race-
courses, and instead of paying on
one winner it paid on first and
second, as is done in New Zea-
land, then an owner wishing to
back his own horse could take as many
tickets as lie chose. We would then lie
catering for the owners as well as for the
betting public generally. By this means
we could so minimise bookmaking as to
make it practically impossible to make a
living. N*Lot only that, but the public
would be getting a fairer chance of win-
ning than at present. Much has been said
on the subject of our various industries,
and I note that the Minister himself has
done a great deal in the furtherance of
prospecting. Although there has been
no Mines Regulation Bill or any amend-
ment to any M1ining Bill, and although
we have scarcely heard mining spoken
of during this and last session, I want to
say that in my opinion the Government
have, to a very large extent, looked well
after the mining industry. At the present
time when all the gold that we can pro-
duce is made good use of, and while
the Government are running themselves
short in other directions, I trust the Gov-
ernment will look well into the mining
industry and that every penny that can
possibly be spared will be put into pros-
pecting under the system at present in
vogue. In answer to a question to-night
the Minister for M1ines said the dep art-
mnent would send psrties out prospecting.
This is only February. There were 27
prospecting out in 1911L At that rate
there will be a lot more out this year.
The recent rains have made it possible
for prospectors to go out further than
for a long& while past.. The more we can
develop thle industry by means of pros-
pectors the better it will be for the State.

There are old fields and old mines to
which there could be brought a revival
by proper administration of the mines
development vote. Those old fields and
old mines could be brought into a state
of productiveness again. Although I
have heard members say nothing has been
done for mining, if there is a party or
company in a district at the present time
which, is willing to do a little, and if
there is a chance in any mining district of
proving a lode, if the company will come
forward and spend, any, £250, the Gov-
ernment will spend £750, provided the
offiers of the Government think it likely
to be well spent in the district; but the
Government always to have a first mort-
gage. I may say there are many mines
lying idle over which the Government
have a mortgage, and these have been
lying idle for years and years, nothing
being done upon them, thle machinery
obsolete and absolutely useless, In my
own district I have been able on two or
three occasions to persuade the Minister
to throw such mines open. In one ease,
in particular, one such mine is in a state
of productiveness to-day which, had it
been allowed to lie idle as was, would still
have remained vacant land. As far as
the renewal of leases is concerned, I am
glad to know that the Government have
nor put any obstacle in the way of their
being granted. The party to which I
belong, and the party that put this Gov-
ernment: into power, are the only party
who can say that they have given equality
of opportunity in regard to mining,
whether the man happened to be a worker
in the industry or a part owner in one
of the rich companies. The Government
have done a great deal for mining, andi
I believe by allowing these leases to be re-
newed under the conditions under which
they have recently been renewed, the
Government have done the right thing-.
I am sure that if a vote were taken on
the goldfilds there would not be a hun-
dred men who would vote against what
the Government have done in this res-
pect. The member for Perth (Ur. Con-
nolly) said that a great deal of money
might have accrued to the State if the
conditions that he proposed in regard to
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the renewals had been carried out. The
hon. member said Lhat the amount of
£20,000 would have accrued by the re-
newal of the leases under the conditions
he suggested. We say that when
the Dividend Duty Bill goes through,
if the companies were at that time
willing to pay the £20,000, they can
easily do that under the new mea-
sure. It will be a very fair pro-
position to expect those companies
that are able to do so to pay this
amount, and it is a fair thing for the
State to askc them to pay it. It wvill also
be a great incentive for the other Chamn-
her to send the Bill back to us without
amendment. Before I finish -with the ques-
tion of mining, I am going to make a few
remarks in regard to the sanatorium, and
I am going to ask the Government to
take particular notice of what Iintend to
say. No matter what our brand of poli-
tics may be, we cannot get away
from the fact that the conditions
under which the men have to work
on the goldfields' have resulted in
hundreds of them finding their way into
the sanatorium. At Subiaco at the pre-
sent time there are men suffering from all
stages of miners' complaint and consump-
tion; men who a few years ago were the
flower of this land;- men for whom no job
or task was too hard. They are dying to-
day, and they are dying because they have
not been given the opportunity, many of
them, of getting right under the conditions
which will exist in the new sanatorium at
Wooroloo. In Dr. Alitchell in this State
we have a great authority on pulmonary
diseases, and when 1 saw an advertisement
the other day offering a little over £500
for the services of a medical mnan as super-
intendent of the new sanitorium, I came to
the conclusion that it was one of the worst,
if not the worst, action which had been
taken by the Government. I am surprised
to think that the Government would offer
such a small salary for so important a
position.

The Minister for M1ines: It is the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner who is offering
it.

11r. FOLEY: If any argument were
needed that the Public Service Commis-

sioner had no capacity for dealing with
an important question, we have it here,
and I trust that hoc, members will take
notice of it whenever an opportunity pre-
sents itself to discuss the occupant of this
position.

The Minister for 'Works: There arec
privileges also.

Mr. FOLEY: No matter what the pri-
vileges may he, the superintendent of this
institution has not the scope for private
practice that a man has, say, in my elec-
torate,' and in my electorate the medical
ollicer there would be drawing a salary
of £500 with the right to practice pri-
vately. If the Government were to offer
£1,000 to a man of the ability of Dr. Ilit-
chell, they would not he giving one
penny less than the State could afford
to give.

The Premier: You should tell us that
privately.

Mr. FOLEY: I am here representing a
mining district, and I want to say that
after having worked with many of those
men who are now broken in health, I
know% the worth of an officer of Dr. Mit-
chell's ability, and I trust the Government
will reconsider the matter before offering
suchI a paltry salary. We have the best
man with us, and he is worthy of the
highest salary. that we can give. There is
no sum on the Estimates Which would do
a greater amount of good than the money
paid for lte services of an authority on
tuberculosis to take charge of our new

santorum.I desire to make a few re-
marks in regard to the action of the Gov-
ertnment in reducing the number of hours
in a portion of the Government service to
44, and then having dlone that I want to
conclude by speaking about the civil ser-
vice. It has been argued that the lowly
paid man is the easier to get at, and that
he is the least likely to cause any friction
by having his hours reduced. Before this
trouble is over, howvever, I believe that
every servant, whether he be employed by
private enterprise or by the Government,
will be employed on a fewer number of
hours than even 44, and if the Govern-
ment have reduced the hours of some em-
ployees to 44, thereby shortening the
hours of the workmen, they are also short-
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ening the hours of supervision. I contend
that they have done the right action, and
I trust that they will continue to take firm
steps, irrespective of the ravi 'ngs and va-
pourings of many men in the State at the
present time. When the Government have
done this I trust that every member wvill
stand solidly behind them. There is no
doubt that times are bad, and there is
need for economy if the various
Departments are not doing the same
work that they 'were doing in nor-
mal times. There is not the need
for the same number of civil ser-
vants that were formuerly ewployed. It
thie lowly paid men ]lave to suffer reduced
hours, then the service generally must
suffer correspondingly, and so pay their
share towards the difficulties we are In-
bour-ing under at the present time. Mly
opinion is that if the Government kept
this session going regardless of the sum-
maer and brought down a Bill to provide
that all civil servants in the State should
be brought under the conditions that
apply to the temporary civil servants dur-
ing the war, they would he conferring a
great boon on the State, and I do not
think there would be much opposition to
the measure. There is not one member
who would dare to oppose it. I believe,
and always have believed, that there
should not he any permanenrcy of employ-
ment in the public service. M1erit alone
should count, and on merit only should
advancement he made. It should be the
ditty of the Government in power to send
ahead as far as they possibly can those
who deserve promotion.

Mr. James Gardiner: You eannot d~o
that.

Air. FOLEY: Of course you cannot do
it under the Public Service Act. But no
matter whether you can do it in normnal
limes or not, it is the duty of the Govern-
ment at the present timue to bring down a
measure to muake every Government ser-
vant a temporary officer, and if his ser-
rices are not required to the extent that
they are being availed of at the present
time the nnmher of hours should be re-
duced.

YMNr. James Gardiner: Would you rein-
state him after this trouble is over?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, but if I had any sc.,
in the matter there would be a jolly good
inquiry regarding the positions of some
of the civil servants. 1 believe some of the
men in the service at the present tune are
nut giving of their best to the State. I
have seen a Minister catch the 5.30 tramn
into Perth, and I have seen that M1inister's
Under Secretary catching the l10,3J train
fromn down the line and landing in Perth
at 11 o'clock in the morning waving his
stick. It is the duty of the people in the
State at the present time to see that that
manl does something fa~r his salary.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: Ministers hlave
lowel' to do that now.

The Premier: Ministers have something
else to do besides running after civil ser-
vants.

Mr. FOLEY: The only thing that wvould
keep me from sacking that moan would lie
the dignity with which. he waves his stick
when hie goes along the street to his office.
If the Public Service Commissioner has
been told about things like that, it is his
duity to do something. The civil servant is
in a better position than the ordinary
wage earner at the present time, and the
Government have not the remotest chance
of saying what private enterprise shall
pay to its employees. This State, how-
ever, demainds the right to say that it
shall pay only for services rendered. La-
bourers do not have long service leave, or
sick leave, or annual leave, and all classes
of other leave; and if such a Bill as; tha
to which 1 have referred were brought in,
and all were made temporary employees,
the Government could *do away with the
services of a lot of men they have at the
present time. Another thing I would do
is to sack all the married women in the
service whose husbands are in employ-
ment.' It should be the duty of a hus-
band, especially at this time, to keep his
wife or turn it up and go and fight for his
country. I trust that hon. members who
may think that a man has no right to
speak at this late hour will remember that
it is the duty of everyone at the present
time, if he has any suggestions to make,
to give expression to them. I hope that
good times will come again and that when
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the next session of Parliament opens we
shall be fighting again on party lines.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [10.0]: At this
late hour I do not propose to detain the
Committee long, but it is the duty of
every machber to express his opinions
while lie has the opportunity to do so.
I agree with the member for Leonora in
regard to railway rates. There can be no
doubt regarding their Llnfairness, not
only on the gold fields line, but on at-
mrost every branch of our railways.

The Minister for Works: Do they
want levelling up?

Air. NsAIRK: I will not go so far as
to say that, but they need to be corrected
and arranged in a commonsense way.
Many articles carried over the railways
requiring the same amount of care and
handling are charged at entirely differ-
ent rates. That is not fair. The farmer,
in sending his produce to market, is
allowed a reasonable rate, but if ho re-
quires iron with which. to roof his house,
be has to pay an exorbitant rate on it.
That is one of a hundred inconsistencies
to be found in the rate book. Speaking
generally on the Estimates;, the one
thing that strikes a new member first
and most forcibly is the few and meagre
details given in the general statements.
When one realises that large State en-
terprises involving two or three hundred
thousand pounds of State money are
dealt with with in a space of only five
or six inches, it shows how utterly im-
possible it is for anyone to obtain a
zrasp, of the situation. The only depart-
nient of which there is anytinig like
an intellinible statement is the Fail-
way Department, in which it Lis
easyv to trace which branch is not
paying. In regard to other enter-
prises, however, that information which
is so essential to business enterprise and
necessary to permit of intelligent di,;cus-
sion, is lacking.,

The Minister for Works: The state-
mit regarding sawmills is on thre Table.

,1r. NATRX: I hope to look througrh
that later on. With -regard to the genex-
al position of the finances, there can be
no disguising the fact that the State is
going to leeward at a rapid rate. The

State- in three years has increased its
indebtedness three times as fast as, it
has increased its population and there
is only one destiny for such a State: it
is galloping along the road to ruin. I
am reminded of the State's asse-ts, but
ihe only pdssihle test of their value is
the return obtained from them. The
Premier endeavonired to get over the pa-
r-ition by a roundabout sort of state-
ment that in other States of Australia
many of the departments hero admiinis-
tered b y the Government are controlled
by, boards. I cannot see how anty benefit
can be gained or bow any consolation
(,an he extracted from thint statement.
If it proves anything- it proves only that
the more money we borrow and the more
we invest in State enterprises, the
v-rcater our deficit becomes.

Thle Premier: liowv absuird
%Ir-. NAJRN: What possible advant-

ages wonild there be in taking over de-
paitnients controlled by boards and
placing then, under State enterprises?

The Premnier: A-re you referring to
Water Supp~lies?

.Mr. 'NAIRN: T am referring to State
Enterprises, no matter whether they are
wvater suippl ies, brickworks-

The Premier: Or the Agricultural
Bank.

Mvr, NAIRN: If the money, which is
the people's money is invested in under-
takings which are not paying interest
and sinking fund but are leaving the
people with a great load of liability,
there is no consolation in the statement
that in other parts of the Commonwealt
those concerns are conducted by boards.
I am speaking now of the gene-ral finan-
cial condition of the State. The more
money we borrow and spend in State en-
terprises, the more we seem to get inte.
debt.

The Minister for Works: The same
debt prevails in other States, except
that it is uinder different heads there.

Mr. NALTRN: But the one is a paying
proposition.

The Minister for Works: They are
paying propositions here.

Mr. NAIRN: If they were paying
propositions we would be all the better
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for them, but since they are not paying
proposition-

The Minister for Works: They are.
Mv.fr NAIRN: Is that why we have a

deficit, then, and have touched the mil-
lion inark9

The Premier: Admitting all that, the
amount of State enterprises is nothing
compared with that controlled by boards
elsewhere.

Mr. NAfIN: So long as the Premier
admits that, it is all I desire. The sys-
temn under which the money is invested
here is not satisfactory.

The Premier: Do you know that in
three years we have provided over a mil-
lion for the Agricultural Bank which
money is not provided in any other
State?

Mr. NAJRN: This is not the only
State which provides that assistance to
people so much in need of it.

The Premier. What other State does
Iso ?

Mr. NAIRN: If other States do not
make this provision in one formu they
do in another.

The Premier: It is not Lacked on to
their national debt.

Mr. NAIRN: The higher our national
debt becomes the further we get behind
with our financial undertakings. The
Premier taughes. If he could laugh away
his deficit, it would be excellent to con-
tinue laughing.

Mr. Bolton: The State enterprises do
not contribute much towards the deficit.

The Premier: You are criticising a
statement I made and I did not include
State enterprises.

%fr. NAIRN: The Premier included
those enterprises which in other States
are conducted by boards, and the more
we bring them under Government con-
trol the further behind we get. There is
no escaping from that. Otherwise, why
the deficit?

The Premier: Do not be absurd!
Victoria has as big a deficit after one
year of drought.

71r. NAIRN: And Victoria has three
times the population to pay it. I wish
to refer to a statement made by the
member for Bunbury (M~r. Thomas) the

other evening, and if I quote him fairly
frequently my reason is because he more
nearly stated the attitude of his party
than any other member has done during
this debate. The lion, member said it was
necessary in order that people might be
prosperous that they should be taxed.
It seems to be a new principle in econo-
mics that we should tax people to make
them prosperous. When a depression is
prevailing and every penny is of greater
importance than hitherto, the only sug-
gestion of the lion, member is to add
more taxation and to justify his state-
meiit he made a further assertion,
which, on analysis is proved to be incor-
red, namely, that we are more lightly
taxed than any other State of the Comn-
monwealth. As far as the average taxa-
tion from land and income is concerned,
Western Australia stands third ou the
list, and in that respect it would not be
fair to describe us as being the most
lightly taxed State.

Mr. Thomas: I referred to the total
taxation.

Mr. NAIRN: Yes, but we have fewer
people. In New South Wales the land
tax represents one penny per head of
the population; in Victoria 4s. 3d. and
in Western Australia 2s. lid. In regard
to the income and dividend duty tax, the
figures are--New South Wales 15s. 3d.;
Victoria 7s, 6d.; South Australia 11s.;
and Western Australia 10s. 10d. If we
take into consideration the exemptions
ranted in this State, the general aver-

age of taxation here will he found to he
quite as high as it is in other States.

Mr. Thomas: Why do not you take
the total taxation per head of the popu-
lation 'I

Mr. N'AlRN: I have done so.
Mr. Thomas: There are otheir taxes

besides those you mention.
Mr. NAIRN, These are the traceable

taxes and as my figures are taken from
a return issued by the Commissioner of
Taxation in this State, they may be re-
garded as fairly accurate and up to
date. The hon. member seemed to derive
some pleasure froln the statement that
people of this State were more lightly
taxed than those in other parts of Ans-
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tralia, but, to be fair, who ought the
bon. member to credit for the fact that
we are so lightly taxed. Surely he has
not forgotten that prior to the last elec-
lions, an attempt was made by his party
to impose upon us a toad of taxation
unprecedented in Australia.

Mr, Robinson:- Or in the British Em-
pire.

Mr. NAIRN: I cannot go so far as
to say that.

The Premier: We came here to in-
crease things, not to follow your party.

Mr. NAIRN: And the Premier has
done so, especially in regard to the
defleiL.

The Premier: You do not take into
account our production per head of the
population.

Mr. NAIRN.: The production of this
State in the last three years has fallen
£7 10s. per head of the population
which represents over two millions of
money in the aggregate.

The Premier: That is so, and you
wonder why we have a deficit.

Mr. NAIRN: What has brought that
decrease about?

Mr. B. B. Johnston: Bad seasons,
Mr. NAIRN: Last year was a record

season in the history of the State. Never
had there been such a year when all our
industries, with the exception of gold
mining, were so flowing with prosperity.

The Premier: You need to tell that
to -your friends on tbe benches in front
of yoll.

Mir. NAIRN: There is no need to tell
them what is obvious to anyone who
reads.

The Minister for Mines: Will you
take the four seasons and deny that
three of them have been failures?

Mr. NAIIRN: I want to be fair. The
Minister is referring to the wheat sea-
sons. In the three seasons during which
the Labour party have been in power,
the difference in the average prodnction
of wheat per acre was wily one-tenth of
a bushel. These figures bare been com-
piled by the Government statistician.
Tn face of last year's hounding revenue
we are piling up an unprecedented
deficit.

The Premier: I am prepared to make
the people pay up if -you think they
have the money, and you ought to know.

Mr. NAIRN: The. Premier is ever
ready to make excuses. The member for
Bubury said that by increasing every
first-class fare 2d. and every second-
class fare 1d. an additional revenue of
£51,000 per annum. would be derived.
The hon. member went on to say there
was no reason why the people should
not be asked to pay twice as much for
their railway fares,

Mr. Thomas: That is absolutely in-
correct.

Mr. NAIRN, I am quoting the pub-
lished report.

Mr. Thomas: I saw it, and it is not
correct.

Mr. NAIRN: If the hon. member
denies the accuracy of the statement I
wvilI not pursue it further.

Mr. Thomas: I refer you to the
Hainsard report.

Mr. NAIRN. I am merely taking the
statements that were made, and I have no
desire to misrepresent the member for
Bunbury. To deal with the first state-
ment, which is the more important of
the two; its effect was that by increasing
every first class fare by 2d. and every
second class fare by Id. the State would
be in a better position to the extent of
£51,000 per annum. That, T say, is a
statement made without the slightest re-
gard for the application of principle. I.
wish to ask the member for Bunbury
what his proposed increase means to resi-
dents of the metropolitan districts. Tn
many cases the increase would be one of
100 per cent, and in a great many other
cases it would be equivalent to 50 per
cent.

Mr. Thomas: I said experts would ad-
just the increases accordingly.

Mr. NAIRN, What is the use of the
hon. member's wasting the time of the
House by making a statement of that
kind?

The Premier: Do you not think that,
with the expanding business of this State,
commercial travellers could afford to pay
a little more for their tickets?
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Alr. NAIRN: Mfy friend the Premier is
always lpleased to he personal.

The Premier: But you are not a ecom-
mercial traveller now.

Mr. NAIRN: I have carried a trav-
eller's pass for ten years and have al-
ways paid for it. Mfore than that, I atl-
ways paid what was asked, and if the
Premier has any proposition to mako
with regard to commercial travellers'
pasnse

The Premier: I am asking you a fair
question. Ho you not think that, with
the expanding business of thie State,
travellers could pay something more?

Mr. NAIRN: The Premier does not
appear to know the position. Last year
rwniiwreial travellers were asked to pay n
little more. I paid £5 more for my pass.

The Premier: Did you protest?
Mir, NAIRN: No. However, I do not

wish to he inconsistent, or to allow the
Premier (n place me in a position of
apparent inconsistency. I made no mis-
take or complaint as regards. paying £C5
more, because there was an increased
mileage of railway to be covered. It ap-
pears that 19 millions of passengers were
carried over the railways of Western
Australia last year; and I should say,
from the figures, available to me, that of
this number at least 12 millions were
carried in the metropolitan area; and
it is out of these 12 millions that the
member for Bunbury proposes to take
his increase.

Mr. Thomas: You are a trifle unfair
in overlooking the fact that I said the
figures should be adjusted by experts.

Mir. NAIRN': f would point out to the
I-ouse, and particularly to the member
for Bunhbury, what his statement meant.
It meant that every fare paid in this
State was going to be increased on the
average by 10 per cent-an increase of -10
per cent right throughout the whole of the
State.

Mr. Thomas: Would there he any harm
if the increase were made in order to give
a fair return for, the services?

Mr. NAIRN: Let me remind the mem-
her for Bnnibury that hitherto the rail-
ways of this State have paid, and that it
is only because of the aldvent to power

of the party with whom he is associated
(hat they are not paying now.

The Premier: You are against reduc-
tion of wages?,

Mr. NAIRN: Yes; just as conscien-
tiously as- is the Premier himself,

The Premier: Are you in favour of
paying a living wage?

Mr, N'ATRN: I do not follow the Pre-
mier. However, I understand that the
present wage is a living wage.

The Premier: But was the wage paid
before the advent of the present Govern-
ment a living wage?

Mr. NAIRN: Let me say that the ques-
tion of wages. has no application whatever
to the argument. I cannot for a moment
follow the Premier's logic. What has the
queslion of reduction of wages to do with
making the railways pay? I hear the
loud laugh that speaks the vacant mind.

Tile Premier: That is an old quotation;
you should get a new one.

Mr. NAIRN: It is old, hut it is applic-
able; and if I wanted a new quotation
I would not go to the Premier for it.
With regard to the increase, we have had
increases of railway fares, and increases
on excursion fares equal to something like
£1,900, and, further, an increase on the
district railways, about which we have
heard so much. According to an extract
I have here from the report of the Public
Works Departmnent, the increase made on
district railways last year returned to the
State additional revenue amounting to
something like £14,500. What I desire to
emphasise, however, is that a general
statement of this kind, to the effect that
we shall make thie country right and
bring it back to its proper financial posi-
tion merely by the imposition of an ex-
tra bonus or an extra fixed charge on
every railway ticket sold, quite regardless
of the amount which the purchaser has
to pay for the particular ticket, con-
veys a proposition which is not worth
very much consideration. Next, with re-
gard to wages. I do not want to be mis-
understood so far as the Premier is con-
cerned. His party, I believe, are righitly
not in favour of making any reduction
in wages so far as the men employed by
the State are concerned. I do not wish to
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be conf used with regard to hours of
labour. Unfortunately, it is necessary
that there should be some reduction i n
the cost of controlling and working the
railways of this State. That is obvious
to every mati, because, with the season
which has just come upon us, when the
whole of our railways should be fully en-
gaged, unhappily that is not the case, nor-
is it likely to be the case, although the
men are there and prepared to do the
work.

The Premier: Over £40,000 less was
earned in the past two months than in
the corresponding months of last year.

Mr. NAIRN: I do not lend my voice
any more readily than does the Premier in
favour of reduction of wages, because I
realise thoroughly that, wages having once
been reduced, it is a matter of great diffi-
culty to get them uip again. I shall lend
no assistance towards reducing wages.
But the hours of labour, as thie member
for Leonora (Mr. Foley) has pointed out,
must be reduced; otherwise the depart-
ment will be run at an even greater loss
than hitherto. However, the alternative
suggestion of the member for Bunbury,
namely to raise fares, seems to me ablout
as childish a proposal as was ever made
in this House.

The Premier: flo not be personal.
AMr. Thomas: The member for Swan is

most courteous in making tie remark that
my proposal is childish.

The Premier: It has taken him four
days to prepare that phrase.

Mir. NAIRN: I want to draw attention
to another statement of the member for
Bunbury, that if ant increase of 6id. per
ton were made in the charges on all goods
carried over the State railways, an addi-
tional revenue of £75,000 would accrue.
I do not think that estimate is correct,
or Dearly correct; because, to begin with,
so far as I can calculate, the estimate has
been based on the records of the Railway
Department for last year, during which
three million tons of goods were carried.

Mr. Taylor: Who made that state-
ment?

Mr. NAIRN: The member for Bun-
bury. I am quoting the railway authority
of tbis Chamber.

Mir. Taylor: I thought you had struck
a new railway authority.

Mr. NAIRN: The member for Bun-
bury is the railway authority for the
time. The statement which I have just
quoted was, plainly, based on the quantity
of three million tons of goods carried last
year. This year, however, there is every
reason to believe that not nearly three
million tons of goods will be carried by
the railways.

Mir. Thomas: The increase in revenue
would be in proportion.

Mr. NAIRN: The member for Bun-
bury made the statement straight out. If
we are to adjust our expenditure to our,
reveneue, what is the use of basing our
estimates of revenue on something abso-
lutely fictitious-something which oc-
curred last year, but will not occur this
year?

Air. Thomas: Who knows what sort of
a season we are going to have this year?

Mr. NAIRN: We know at the very
least that we are not going to get within
300,00o tons of last year's wheat alone.
There is a tremendous slice immediately
cut off the £75,000 of the member for
Bunbury. Similar conditions apply in
the case of timber. The timber industry
of this State will not be so good this year
as it was last year. It will not be pos-
sible for the Government, so far as I can
see, to readjust their freights on timber,
more especially as the larger proportion
of timber likely to be carried over the
railways this year will be consigned to
the goldfields, The price of the trans-
Australian sleepers, I believe, is a price
for delivery at Kalgoorlie. Therefore it
would not be Possible, even if it were de-
sirable, to increase the railage on those
sleepers by 6d. per ton. So, immediately
another £C10,000 or £15,000 is whittled
away from the estimate of the member
for Bunhury. I do not wish to pursue
this line of argument further, except to
say that, so far as the great Railway De-
partmnent is concerned, this State bas al-
ways looked upon that department as
being the main factor not only in the
development of the country but also in
carrying the financial burden of the State
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resulting from other non-paying depart-
ments. This year, I take it, we know the
Railway Department is not likely to meet
those requirements. So far as I know, the
present year is the first one that we shall
be in that unfortunate position so far as
the railways are concerned. There is no
reason why we shold increase freights
just because of one had year in the Rail-
way Department. Surely, we can make
some provision by which nest year, when
times are normal again, our railway fares
and railway freights will be at the same
level as before. The member for Forrest
is not here, but there is an item I
selected from the report of the Railway
Department which would be of interest
to him-

Powellised Karri Sleepers.-It has
been decided that the majority of
sleepers for the requirements of main-
tenance and construction will in future
be of powellised karri, and arrange-
ments are being made to obtain supplies
through the State Sawmills Department.
This decision has been arrived at in
view of the joint recommendation of
the Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. James
Thomson), and the Chief Engineer of
Existing Lines (Mir. E. U- Light), who
report that karri is a much superior
timber to jarrab after treating with the
powellising process. Although this de-
cision will involve initial costs on a
higher scale titan would apply if the
use of jarrali were continued, it is ex-
pected that ultimately it will effect con-
siderable economy.

This is another instance where an indus-
try of this State, or the livelihood of those
engaged in an industry of this State, is
being to a large extent whittled away.
The means of livelihood of many men at
present working in the timber industry,
I say, are being whittled away. The men
who have been cutting jerrah sleepers for
the State, and cutting them at a price
which undoubtedly represents a lower
cost than that of the powellised karri
sleepers, are, to some extent, about to find
their occupation gone; and all that is be-
ing done in order to boost up the kerni
mills. Is that something in the best at-
teresta of the State I

The Minister for Works: You know
all about it. Do you think that karri
sleepers are going to be transported from
the mills to the Eastern railways when
there are sleepers to be obtained along-
side the Eastern railwayst

Air. NAIRN: I kniow I have seen
powellised sleepers carried hundreds of
miles, to he laid in the middle of a jarrab
forrest, wvhere jarrah sleepers could have
been obtained right alongside the line.

The Minister for Works: That was
done for a trial.

'Mr. NAIRN: But there have been in-
numerable cases of it. Surely the M3in-
ister is not experimenting any longer with
karri sleepers.

The Premier: Where did that happenY
.Mr. NAIRN. In various parts of the

State, and particularly on the Karragullen
line.

The Minister for Works: How many
powellised sleepers were there?

31r. NAIRIN: Sufficient to prove my
argument.

The Premier:, The argument is that
they were put there for experimental pur-
poses.

.11r. NAIRN: Next, with regard to the
Public Service. I understand the pro-
blem of the Public Service is causing the
Premier some considerable agitatibn of
mind.

M~r. Bolton: le is worrying.
'Mr. NAIRN: In this connection I wish

to quote a statement made by the mnember
for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner), who
said that if the Premier were given a free
band, and if cocaine were placed on every
nerve of human sympathy possessed by
the Premier, he would be able to reduce
to a reasonable amount the great cost of
administration. Although in some meca-
sure 1 subscribe to that statement-as re-
gards, for instance, the necessity for ad-
justing some inconsistencies in the Public
Works Department-yet I think that to
attack the problem from the standpoint
suggested by the member for Irwin would
not be in the best interests of the State,
nor in sympathy with the general senti-
ment of the House. Strange to say, the
Premier was quite prepared to support
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the member for Irwin in that attitude.
That seems to me passing strange.

The Premier: I have not yet replied to
the member for Irwin.

Mr. NAIRN: The Premier replied imn-
mediately the statement wvas made.

The Premier: What did I say?
.Kr. NAIRN: The Premier said, "M1y

hands are tied; there is the Public Ser-
vice Act."

The Premier: That is right.
3Mr. NAIRN: I want to ask the Pre-

ier why did he not tell the public ser-
vants before the last general election that
he wanted to get at the Public Service
Act? I think on that occasion his tongue
was tied,' if his hands -were not. Now, the
Premier is extremely ready to point out
the inconsistencies of Liberat members.
A statement was made here the other even-
ing that one member made a speech to suit
the occasion.

rThe Premier: We used to do that. I
remember someone making one or two
speeches at a Labour congress.

Mr. NAIRN: I am dealing with the
Premier just now, and I wish to telt him
that the attitude which he has developed
towards the Public Service is not in kecp-
ing with the attitude he adopted prior to
the general election.

The Premier: You have not changed
your opinions on preference to unionists?

'Mr. NAIRN: No;- nor towards the Pre-
mier. After all, only £361,000 of the pub-
lie money goes to pay the public service,
or SO much of it as is controlled by the
Public Service Act, whereas for those not
coming under the Act there is a sum of
£1,361,000.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You got those figures
from the newspaper.

31r, NAIRN: As a matter of fact they
are lying on the Table. According to the
report of the Commissioner of Railways,
there is not much reason to suppose that
we are going to get a very big reduction
in that department, for the Commissioner
says that practically every officer is fully
employed. I do not snhscribe to the senti-
ment expressed by the member for Ir-
win (Mr. James Gardiner) and corro-
borated by the Premier, namely, that the
proper thing to do is to cocaine the

nerves of the public servants. If the
Premier proposes to put aUl the public
sen-ants on the same footing, I will assist
him in that direction.

The Premier: I am not suggesting any-
thing of the kind.

Air. NAIRN: You inferred that you
were going to do something desperate;
you said that you would deal with the pub-
lic servants if your hands were not tied.

The Premier: Not in the way the mem-
ber for Irwin suggested.

Mr. NAIRN: It might be well to put
-yourself clear. Anyhow, I believe it is
imperative that many branches of
practically every department in the State
will have to he adjusted in view of our
financial difficulties. I would not endea-
vour to raise any party opposition to a
reasonable suggestion, provided it reaches
from the highest to the lowest of the ser-
vice. If they are all to he treated impar-
tially I wilt give the Premier my assist-
ance.

The Premiier: Why stop there? After
all, the public servant is a citizen, so why
should hie carry the whole burden?

Mr, NAIRN: I am only pursuing the
suggestion made by the Premier the other
evening. The Premier said he would be
one of the first to assist the member for Ir-
win in dealing with the public senvice but
that his hands were tied. The inference
is that he proposes to deal with them if he
gets sutfficient assistance, and I say that if
lie comes along with a reasonable proposi-
tion I will assist him. The attitude of the
Premier towards the public servants is a
revelation to me, and probably to every
other hon. member. Because, three or
four years ago, this was the method by
which the State was to be lifted on to a
higher plane: Men were to be led by the
attractiveness of Labour principles into
State enterprises, and consequently be-
come State servants; they were to give the
best in thenm, and the State was to be more
easily directed because we would have so
many more men immediately under State
control.

The Minister for Works: These men are
not under the Act.

Mr. NAIRN, I am speaking of State
employees. The fortunes of those men

1129



1130 [ASSEMLY.]

were to be made more prosperous, and
their conditions improved by their work-
ing for the Government. It has been a
revelation to the House that the members
on the Ministerial side, who to a large ex-
tent have fostered and encouraged the
public service, now begin to realise the
danger of having a public service grow-
ing up almost large enough to overwvhelm
us.

Air. Green: But have you been in favour
of that principle in the past, say, in the
remote past?

Mlr. NAIRN: If the hon. member has
a definite statement to make, why does he
not make it like a man?7

Mr. Green: I asked a straight question.
Mr. NAIRN: I call it a very crooked

one. Let the hon. member be wore di-
rect.

Mir. Green: Were you not in favour of
Labour principles in the pest?

The Premier: Even when we discover
an incompetent officer in the service, the
difficulties of getting him out are alto-
gether too great.

Yr. NAIRN: Why do you not ask for
Lhe necessary power? If the Premnier
says that is all he meant the otlitr
night--

The Premier: No; it is not.
Mr. NA IRN: To attack the public ser-

vants iii the spirit displayed by the Pre-
'nier the other night is not just; it was
almost the spirit of revenge.

The Premier: That is unfair; I made no
attack on the public sen-ants.

Mr. NAIRN: I am only quoting the
words of the bon. member.

The Premier: No; you quoted the mem-
ber for Irwin.

Mr. NAIRN: And the interjection by
the Premier, "M1y hands are tied; there
is the Act." Following on that, the Pre-
mier said he would be one of the first, if
lie could get the opportunity, to deal with
those people. Turning to the question of
the State Savings Banik, unfortunately
there is every indication that we are going
to lose a great deal of the benefit derived
from this institution which has been of so
much service to the people of the State-
I do not think the Premier could possibly
extricate himself from the charge that

either by his silence or his over-advocacy
he has, to a large extent put that bank in
the parlous position in which it is. When
did tile Premier ever raise his voice in
defence of the rights of that institution?

The Premier: Don't you know?
Mr. NAIRN: No, and the people do

not know. The Premier was always prid-
ing himself on being a big Australian,
and lie carried it so far as to forget his
own State Bank, which has done so much
for the people. The cost of his being
a big Australian is that we are to-day
on the high road to losing our owvn State
bank. That institution has been of great
benefit to the State, and it was, and is
to-day, the duty of every responsible
man to stand up and defend it, even at
the risk of offending some of his friends
in the Federal Government.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct. On one occasion I attacked the
attitude of the Commaonwealthi on this
question.

Mr. NAIRN: The Premier claimed to
be a big Australian.

The Premier: I still claim that.
Mr. NAIRN: And the State is paying

the penalty for it.
The Premier: That is absolutely incor-

rect.
Mr. NAIRN: I do not wish to do the

Premier an injustice.
Tlhe Premier: Well, you are doing it.
Mr. NA IRN, The Premier never gave

that strenuous support to the State bank
which he should have done. The harvest
following the policy of the Premier and
his colleagues is now coming right home
to us. If anything has divided the House
it has been the contrasted attitude of
this side and of that towards the ques-
tion of defending our State's interests.
I still believe the Premier can do better
to-day by telling the worker that his in-
terest s will be best conserved by his
handing- over his savings to the State
hank. It is the duty of the Premier to
appeal to those men. It is not a ques-
tion of State rights, although there are
some rights we should stand up for. If
the sacrifice of the State Savings Bank is
the price of being a big Australian, then

am going to he a "State's righter."
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Mr. Green: That was not your attitude
when you are running for Federal hon-
ors.

Mr. NAIRN: The hon. mnember has the
remarkable faculty of putting in a bomb
without powder. I am unaware of what
he means; I am unaware of having said
anything during the Federal campaign
which is inconsistent with what I am
now saying.

The Premier: You are a "States
righter," and they turned you down.

Mr. NAIRN. It is the bound en duty
of every responsible man to stand uip for
those interests of the Stale which must
come first; if we do not defend our pos-
sessions we will always be in a condition
of financial embarrassment. While I am
a member of this Parliament my conduct
will not be iii the direction of attemupting
any embarrasing criticism. This is one of
the occasions when it is the duty of
every* member to place himself in a cor-
rect position and allow his views to be
understood.

Mr. WANSBROIJGH (Beverley)
[10.45] : My contribution to this debate
will not be very long. Since the House
rose last week, we have had an oppor-
tunity to serutinise the monthly state-
ment of receipts and expenditure, and if
any one desired anything mnore stringent
to impress upon him the seriousness of
the financial situation of the State, he
would have to go a long way to find it.
In perusing the statement, it has been
borne home forcibly to me that the pro-
blem before the Government and the
State to remedy the existing condition of
affairs is a very serious cue indeed. I
have examined the position and, boiled
down, there is only one thing to do end
that is to get rid of our State trading
concerns. Let them go by the board.

The 'Minister for Mlines: What will
you do with all those employed by them 9

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What about the
implement works?7

M1r. WVANSBROUGH: This is my
conviction, and I claim I am justified in
giving expression to it.

The Premier: Shall wve let our rail-
ways go too?

Mr. WAN SBROUGH: NO; I said our
State trading concerns.

The Premier: The railways are our
biggest trading concern.

Mr. WAN SBROUGH: The railways
are a necessary trading concern, and
comprise the only one which is anywhere
near paying its -way. Last mnonth the
railways went to the bad to the tune of
£26,000, and that in the best month of
the year. Allowing for a similar falling
off in other departments, I am forced to
the conclusion that the q'reasnrer is at
present oat to the extent of £274,000 in
his Estimates for the year. There is still
another five months, of the financial year
to go, and what can we expect by the
end of that period9

Mr. Bolton: Spend less on agrioul-
tars! railwa.ys. They are making the de-
ficit grow.

.Mr. WAN SBROUCH: I know my
outspoken criticism will not be relished,
but I am expressing my firm conviction.
Although some of the concerns have in
themn the germ of success, the present is
not a fitting time to ask the State to
carry the burden of such enormous ex-
penditure for the chimera of a State
monopoly.

Mr. Green: The money is going to
assist your class-tbe farmer.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Nothing of the
sort. We desire our fair share, and there
is a reasonable prospect of the Govern-
ment getting something back in return
for it, bitt in the case of a majority of
the State trading concerns there is no
immediate prospect Of any return. They
are experimental concerns pure and
simple,

The 'Minister for Works: You might
mention a few others.

Mr. WANSBROIJGH: If we except
the railways, all the rest may be put into
one category. I iiish to refer to the
Premier's contemplated efforts to reduce
the expenditure on the railways. He is
expecting to effect a saving of £47,000
during the year by the introduction of a
44 hours week While I agree that this
is necessary, and that the railway men
should hear their portion of the burden,
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the Premier should be particularly care-
ful not to tack on other unnecessary
conditions. I was a railway man for
years and I went through two strikes in
this State in order to fight for the very
principles which the railway men of to-
day are working under, and those prin-
ciples wvcre won from Liberal Gov-
ernments. It is only fair to ask the rail-
way men to contribute their share to re-
lieve the present harden, but we should
not interfere unduly with their hard
won principles because they were won
only after a very long and strenuous
battle.

Mr. lleitmann: What were those con-
ditions?

Mr. WANSBRQUGH: They were laid
before the Commissioner of Railways in
Perth yesterday.

The Premier: What are they?
Mr. WAKSBROUGHE: I am not alto-

gether conversant with them, but they
are objectionable in the extreme. A ma-
jority of the railway men are quite pre-
pared to accept a 40 hours week, if ne-
cessary, but they do not wish to have
their hard won conditions interfered
with.

Mr. Thomas: There is no proposal to
interfere with them. Kindly give us one
instance,

Mr. WANSBROUGH: t1-he Commis-
sioner proposes to introduce the 44
hours a week or 88 hours a fortnight,
and hie makes a stipulation that the
week's work shall not stand alone. He
wants the right to bring a man on at
any time or to make him stand off at
pleasure. There are many other similar
conditions which have been won by the
men and which ought not to he inter-
fered with.

The Premier: That is under normal
conditions, Do not you think it is right
to ask a man to stand down for a full
day if necessary?

Mlr. WANSBROU OH: I do not think
it is necessary to interfere with them be-
yond effecting a reduction of time.

The Premier: That is all that is in-
tended. Should not a man stand down
for a full day?

Mr. WANSBROUGH: The Commis-
sioner wishes to cut down the time
credited for Sunday -work,

The Premier: Then you are wrong.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: And instead
of allowing one week to stand alone-

The Premier: It is evident some
members of the conference have been
getting to work on you.

3Mr. WANSBROUG-H(: I know the
facts.

The Premier: They talk about stand-
ing behind the Government and then get
to work on you.

11r. WANSHROUGH: It is interest-
ing to contrast the vote for State trad-
ing concerns with the grant to roads
boards. For State trading concerns a
vote of £571,000 is shown while for
roads boards there is a miserable pit-
tance of only £27,000.

Mlr* Thomas: You will not pay tana-
tion and yet you want the money for
roads boards.

Mr. WANSBROU GH: The taxpayers
are contributing their share, and the
roads hoard vote should not have been
curtailed so greatly when such a con-
siderable vote is allowed for trading
concerns. The sum of £:27,000 might be
a fair thing for roads hoards this year
hut it is not fair in comparison -with the
other vote.

The Premier: I hope before you have
finished you will show where we can
effect economies.

Air. WANSBROUGH: I have already
told the Premier that be might do so -by
sinking State trading concerns. That is
the fly in the ointment at present.

The Premier: Would it help us very
much to close down our State mills and
throwv those men out of work?

Mfr. WANSBIROUGH: The Govern-
ment would be saving money if they did
so.

The 'Minister for Works: No. There
would be no saving of money.

M.WANSBROUGH1: We have
heard references by the representatives
of mnng constituencies to neglect of
the industry on the part of the Govern-
ment but the speakers did not make
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themselves clear as to what they desire.
If there is anything needed to assist the
industry let them lay it before us in de-
finite terms and if it is a straight pro-
position we Will do oar best to assist
them.

'Progress reported.

House adjourned, at 10.57 p.m.

Wednesday 3rd February, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT Look the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - ESPERANCE SET-
TLERS, INDEBTEDNESS TO
GO VERlNMENT.

Hon. Sir Ei. If. WITTENOOM asked
the Colonial Secretary: 1, How much is
the indebtedness to the Government of
the settlers at Esperanee for manures,
seed, ete? 2, How much money is ow-
ing for rents, interest, etc.?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Total indebtedness, £9,972 9s.
4d. 2, Intere-st, £502 17s. 10d. (includ-
ed in above); rent, £:2,771 19s. 9d.

QUESTION - GOVERNMENT ANA-
LYST, VISIT TO ENGLANWD,

H1on. A. G. JENKINS asked the Colo-
nial Secretary: 1, W"as Mr, Mann, the
Government Analyst, granted leave of
absence last year? 2, If so, on what
terms? 3, Was the sum of £2,100 paid
by, the Scottish Whisky Exporters' As-
sociation for Mir. Mann's tour of inves-
tigation received by the Government or
by Mr. Mann?1 4, If by the Government,
what amount thereof was expended; if
by Mr. Mann, has he rendered any state-
ment to the Government of the expen di-
ire~p of same?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY r-
plied: -1, Yes. 2, On the terms laid down
in "'The Public Service Act, 1004,'' for
Jong service leave, 3, The money was
paid tp, the Agent General. 4, The
wvhole amount was allotted to the Gov-
ernmnent Analyst, who had to defray all
the expenses of the investigation, includ-
ing salaries and passage money for him-
self and assistant, travelling, ]aboratory,
and all other expenses in Great Britain.
No statement of expenditure has been
rendered by the Government Analyst
since his return, as the disposition of
the amount was decided prior to his
departure.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. D. G. GAWLER,

leave of absence for 12 consecutive sit-
tings granted to the Ron. J. Duffehl on
the ground of urgent private business.

MOTION-WONGAN HILLS-
3IILLEW A RAILWAY.

ITo hand over to Working Railways.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central) [4.35]:
I move-

- That in the opinion of this House it
i .s necessary in the interests of the set-
tlers that the lVongan Hilla-Mullewa
Railway be immediately handed over to
the Working Railways, or that not more
than the ordinary rates chargeable by
the Working Railways be charged by
the construction department pending
such handing over of the railway.
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